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1986 CHRISTMAS COUNT 

One hundred nine species are reported in this year's Christmas Count, 
eight more than last year. One species was reported present during the count 
week but not reported on any count, compared to two last year, Calmus-Loup 
made its first report this year, bringing to eleven the number of localities 
reporting. Fourteen species were reported on all counts; the comparable figure 
for' last year was also fourteen. The total individual count this year was 
279,291, compared to 124,642 last year and 345,092 the year before. The 
Snow Goose count at DeSoto NWR and Red-winged Blackbirds and Starlings 
at Omaha account for most of the increase over last year. The Red-winged 
Blackbird count in Omaha in 1984 was 255,806, which was responsible for most 
of the high count in 1984. The columns are arranged in an approximate west 
(left) to east (right) order, with the northern most of those with about equal 
longitude given first. The symbol H is used to indicate a species which was 
present during the count week, but not recorded on the count day. Figures 
which were underlined on the reports are underlined in the table, to indicate 
high counts; counts reported as low are overlined. Sightings reported as 

species" are not included in the count of species reported if any of that 

group were reported. An * indicates a comment in the text. 

Beaver Valley, center NW corner of Sec. 5, T21N, R7W, 1.5 miles S. 
and 4 miles W. of Petersburg, including Petersburg, Raeville, Loretto, and 
Akron (all in northwesten Boone Co.); elevation 1850 to 2150 ft.; habitat coverage: 
farmland 52%, native grassland 40%, bushy swamp 4%, deciduous woods 2%, 
coniferous woods 1%, shelterbelts 1%.; 18 Dec.; 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM; temp. 

16 ■-= 48° F.; wind S-SW 5-10 mph,; no snow; still water partly open, moving 
water open; clear skies all day. 6 observers afield in 1-2 parties, none at 
feeders. Total 11 party-hours, 75 party-miles; 8 hrs and 10 miles on foot, 

3 hrs and 65 miles by car. Harlow Butcher, Mitzi Fox, John Manning, Wayne 

Mollhoff (compiler), David Stage, Duane Wolff. 

Calmus-Loup. center at NW corner Sec. 35, T22N, R17W, 5 miles N. 
and 6 miles E. of Taylor. Taylor and Burwell lie on the SW and SE edges 
of the circle, respectively, which includes the entire lake behind the new 
Calmus River dam. Elevation around 2100 to 2350 ft.; 3 Jan.; 8:45 AM to 
4:45 PM; temp. 18 - 46° F.; wind NW 5 -10 mph.; no snow; still water partly 

open, moving water open; clear skies all day. 1 observer in 1 party, none 

at feeders; total 8 party-hours, 97 party-miles, 7 hrs and 95 miles by car, 

1 hr, and 2 miles on foot. Wayne Mollhoff (compiler). One of the Red-tails 

was a medium dark Harlan's; the Towhees were indicated as the spotted type. 

DeSoto NWR, center refuge headquarters building, west to Blair, and 
east to Missouri Valley, Iowa, including all of the refuge, Wilson Island, and 
Fort Calhoun; elevation 992 to 1375 ft.; habitat coverage: cultivated fields 
40 % woodlands and open brush 40%, water 5%, urban and residential 15 %; 20 
Dec.; 7:20 AM to 4:30 PM; temp. 26 - 32° F.; wind NW 25-30 mph; .5 inches 
of snow; still water partly frozen, moving water open; AM cloudy, PM partly 
cloudy. 29 observers in field in 7 parties, none at feeders, 1 hour and 2 
miles owhng; total 56 party-hours and 514.5 party-miles , 23.5 hrs. and 28.5 
miles on foot, 33.6 hrs and 486 miles by car. Betty Allen, Jack Brownrigg, 
Ron Cisar, George Gage, Amy Galperin, James Glather, Ruth Green, Gretchen 
Gubalke, Thomas Hoffman, Ray Korpi, Raymond C. Korpi, Jim Kovanda, Sandy 
Kovanda, Steven Matherly, Dave Menke, Pat Miller, Jennifer Nass, Chris Rasmussen, 
.\'eal, Ratzlaff, Alan Rose, B. J. Rose, Douglas Rose, David Starr, Robert 
Starr, Jacqueline Straub, A1 Werthman, lone Werthman, Randy Williams, Eric 
Volden, K. L. Drewes (compiler) 

Grand Island, center NW 5, NW i. Sec. 1, TION, RlOW, to include all 
of Grand Island, Cornhusker State WMA, south half of Hall Co. Airport, and 
Crystal Lake; elevaton from 1840 to 1945 ft.; habitat coverage: woodland 50%, 
freshwater 30%, residential 10%, open field/cropland 10%; 3 Jan; 7:30 AM to 
5:00 PM; clear amd sunny; 43° F. 10 observers; total 34.5 party-hours and 
439 party-miles, 6 hrs and 9 miles on foot, 28.5 hours and 430 miles by car. 
Dennis and Linda Grundman, Kari and Gary (compiler) Lingle, Jim Meyer, 
Eugene and June Miller, Byron Nilson, Gary Purdy, Scot Purdy. A pair of 
Mute Swans at Stuhr Museum were escapees and so not counted. The number 
of species observed tied the previous record. 
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Line 

DeS 

Omaha 

T-S 

House Finch 

94 

50 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Red Crossbill 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

Pine Siskin 

97 

39 

17 

10 

19 

- 

15 

89 

10 

79 

68 

Am. Goldfinch 

12 

140 

20 

85 

171 

61 

121 

219 

164 

147 

55 

Evening Grosbeak 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

House Sparrow 

383 

535 

275 

38 

607 

208 

4078 

2941 

2038 

2106 

766 

Species reported 

51 

39 

41 

36 

54 

40 

46 

65 

72 

58 

47 

present 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Total individ. 

5459 

5378 

13939 

5127 

10758 

7551 

9763 

16649 

86242 

105303 

13122 


Kearney, center bridge over the Platte River south of Kearney, including 
Kearney Cemetery, Harmon Park, Cottonmill Lake Park, Odessa bridge, Fort 
Kearney Historical Park and Recreational Area, Fawn Lake area, and connecting 
roads; elevation around 2150 ft.; habitat coverage; parks and cemetery 30%, 
river bottomlands 30%, roadsides 30%, feeding stations 10%; 27 Dec; 8:15 AM 
to 5:15 PM; temp. 25 - 47° F.; wind SW 5-10 mph to calm;., clear day with 
bright blue skies. 17 observers plus 4 at feeders, mileage and time not given 
John and Margaret Bliese, George (compiler) and Marian Brown, Laurie Brown, 
Bill and Nancy Dunn, Dan Dunn, Suren Fernando, Becky Green, Adam Green, 
Eileen Grimm, Glenn Haselbarth, Alice Heckman, Joanna Hochfelder, Ken and 
Bev Kimball, Vernelle Pettijohn, Eileen Paine, Alice Rumery, Joan Terrell. Mr. 
Brown commented that the next day the Browns and Mrs. Paine observed 56 
Eagles at Harlan Dam. 

Lincoln, center South Coddington and West A Street, to include Pioneers 
Park, about 8 miles of Wilderness Park, Lagoon Park, Yankee Lake and Conestoga 
Uke areas, eastern half of Pawnee Lake, and Wyuka Cemetery; elevation 1000 
to 1300 ft.; habitat coverage: deciduous creek bottoms 40%, rural farmland 
25%, coniferous woods 15%, residential and cemeteries 10%, lakes 5%, city landfill 

5%: 21 Dec; 4:50 AM to 5:40 PM; temp. 30 to 39° F.; wind calm; 0-2 inches 

of snow; still water partly open, moving water open; AM foggy, PM clear. 
30 observers afield in 12-13 parties, plus 13 at feeders, 33 hrs at feeders, 
5.2 hrs and 38 miles owling; total 93,3 party-hours and 433 party-miles, 67.8 

hrs and 67 miles on ft,, 25.5 hrs and 366 miles by car.George Alexander, 

Irene Alexander, LeVerne Bissell, Ann Bleed, Naomi Brill, Jan Burch, Helen 
Campbell, Cindy Cochran, David Cochran, Larry Eineman, Jed Freidrichsen, 
Pat Friedrichsen, William Garthright, Daryl and Margaret Giblin (compilers), 
Everett Gross, Mildred Gross, Ellen Harrington, Jeanette Helter, Karla Kaufman, 
Paul Kaufman, James McClelland, Rosalind Morris, Mabel Ott, Rose Pulec, Hazel 
Scheiber, Donald Showen, William Smith* Frances Taylor, Lyle Vannier, Angela 
Williams, Donald Williams. The Towhees were indicated as the spotted type. 
Dr. Giblin commented: The calm wind was very unusual. The area lakes had 
not been frozen over up to the time of the count. (And were still partly open 
as he wrote.) As a result, we recorded an unusual number of water-related 
species and a larger than usual numbers of individuals for the regular water-related 
species. This is the first time since the 1971 Count that we have been that 
fortunate. The wild food crop this year appears to be. good to excellent. 
However, the numbers of resident open-country birds are still depressed, probably 
due to the very severe winter three years ago. A Mute Swan has been seen 
during the period, including on count day, but was mas not counted because 
of doubts of its wild origin. A White Pelican was seen regularly up to a few 
days before the count period. An albino buteo, probably a Red-tailed Hawk, 
was seen during the count period. 

Norfolk, intersection of US 275 (business route) and US 81, 13th St. 
and Norfolk Avenue; elevation fSOO to 1600 ft.; habitat coverage: river bottom 
timber and shelterbelts 45%, farmsteads and farmlands 35% residential 15%, marshlands 
and springs 5%; 20 Dec; 4 AM to 6 PM, temperature and wind not given; 
.5 inches of snow; still water frozen, moving water partly open; AM partly 
clear, light fog, PM cloudy. 38 observers afield in 6-13 parties, 4 at feeders, 
12 hrs at feeders, 1.5 hrs and 16 miles owling; total 71.75 party-hours and 
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318.5 party-miles, 30.25 hrs and 33.5 miles on foot, 41 hrs and 285 miles 
by car. Joyce Borgelt, Ed Brogie, Ellen Brogie, Mark Brogie, Marian Burleigh, 
Isolde Cutshall, Roger Cutshall, Ara Jane Dunlap, Mike Erickson, Robert Freiberg, 
Don Kahler, Norma Jensen, John Manning, Scott Marquardt, Wayne Mollhoff, 
John Lueshen, Willeta Lueshen, Paul Pearson, Dan Nielsen, Scott Sherry, David 
Stage, Lois Stage, Delmer Uttecht, Jan Uttecht, Phyllis Walker, Duane Wolff 
(compiler). Mr. Wolff commented: A late spring blizzard (April) destroyed 
most of the seed and fruit on our native trees, giving our winter visitors 
a poor food selectin. Also, an early November cold spell, and then unusually 
mild weather must have affected bird numbers, because there was a sharp 
decline in birds seen despite better coverage by counters. 

North Platte. This count does not conform to the NAS rules, because 
they wanted to include all of Lincoln Co. 3 Jan; 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM; temp. 

25 - 45° F.; wind calm; sunny. 10 observers (names not given). Wilma Wyman 

compiler. Mrs. Wyman commented that they couldn't get close enough to identify 
ducks. 

Omaha, center Offutt Air Force Base Lake, to include Fontenelle Forest, 
Lake Manawa (Iowa) State Park, Plattsmouth Waterfowl Refuge, and portions 

of the Platte and Missouri rivers; elex'ation 985 to 1200 ft.; habitat coverage: 

woodlands 50% cultivated fields 30%, meadows and grassy fields 8%, roadside 
ditches 5%, rivers and lakes 5%, residential, parks, and cemeteries 2%; 27 
Dec; 5:45 AM to 5:15 PM; temp. 28 - 35° F.; wind calm; no snow; still water 
partly open, moving water open; AM cloudy and foggy; PM cloudy, 36 observers 
afield in 15 parties, plus 1 at feeders, 2 hrs at feeders, 6 hrs and 28.5 miles 
owling; total 97 party-hours and 619.5 party-miles, 48.5 hrs and 51,5 miles 

on foot, 48.5 hours and 568 miles by car. James Anderson, Roger Benedict, 

Russell Benedict, Shelly Bonsall, Kelly Clarke, James Conway, Amy Galperin, 
Sue Gentes, James Glather, Alan Grennon, Betty Grennon (compiler), Mary 

Harberg, Thomas Hoffman, Clem Klaphake, R. C. Korpi, Ray Korpi, Jim Kovanda, 
Sandy Kovanda, Art Leach, Marian Leach, Marc Lund, Ralph Morocco, Jenifer 
Nass, Wanda Neaderhiser, Becky Otto, Bill Otto, Kirk Payne, Babs Padelford, 
Loren Padelford, Neal Ratzlaff, Bob Starr, Bob Steinauer, Dave Thomas, Jerry 
Toll, John Weber, Marlene Weber, Barb Wilson. 

Scottsbluff, center bridge over North Platte River at S. Broadway, to 
include Scottsbluff and Gering; elevation 3810 to 5030 ft.; 20 Dec; 7 AM to 
4 PM; temp. 17 to 46° F.; wind W-NW 5-10 mph; a few isolated patches ul 

snow; still w’ater partly open, moving water open; AM partly cloudy, PM partly 
cloudy, rain. 6 observers afield in 2-3 parties, plus 3 at feeders, 5 hrs 
at feeders, no owling. Total 16.5 party-hours, 191 party-miles, 4 hrs and 

4.5 miles on foot, 12.5 hrs and 186.5 miles by car. Lydia Bolz, Joyce Brashear, 

Rich Duerksen, Mary Harvey, Alice Kenitz (compiler), Lee Kenitz, Bob Larkin, 
Lynne Vacant!, Nora Mae Vance. Mrs. Kenitz commented that the Common 

Crackle seemed to be injured - apparently could not fly, but just hopped 
around. 

Tristate, center Mile 556 on the Missouri River, to include Nebraska 

City and the Missouri River bottoms and farmlands in Nebraska, Waubonsie 
State Park and Hamburg in Iowa, and extreme northwest Missouri down to 
the Nishnabotna River; elevation 900 to 1270 ft.; habitat coverage: farmland 
50% park, residential 25%, woodland 18%, streamside 5%, riverbatik 2%; 20 Dec; 
time not given; temp, 22 - 38° F.; wind calm; no snow; cloudy all day. 7 

observers afield in 2 parties; total 19.75 party-hours, plus .75 hrs owling, 

207.5 party-miles, 2.5 on foot and 205 by car. Tanya Bray, lone Getscher, 
Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, Ross Silcock (compiler), Jerry Toll, Barbara 
Wilson. 


1986 (TWENTY-NINTH) FALL OCCURRENCE REPORT 

T w’o hundred ninety-three species (plus the possibility that the Loon 
sp. was nor. one listed) were reported from 13 "full-time" locations and 4 "spot 
check" locations in this report; the comparable figures for 1 985 are 283 and 
the possibility that the Empidonax species was not one listed, from 11 "full-time" 
and 8 "spot check" locations, 278 from 12 locations in 1984, and 262 from 10 
locations in 1983. 
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The information is presented in a rough west (left) to east (right) order, 
with locations of about the same longitude listed with the northernmost first. 
Two dates indicate the first and last records for the period. 

The symbols used are: 

Jl, Au, Sp, Ot, No, and Dm for the months. 

NR fur species reported as probably present but for which no records 

were made. 

P to indicate a species which is present all of the year, although the same 
individuals may not be present during the whole year, and the numbers may 

vary greatly. 

(P) for probable permanent residents for which few or no records were 
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made during the period. 

S - to indicate a species which was present before 1 July and which was 

reported on the Spring Occurrence Report. 

S - W to indicate a species which arrived before 1 July, and was still present 
after 31 December. It is similar to P, but the pattern is not always true. 

- W to indicate a species which remained after 31 December (but the lack 

of such an indication does not necessarily mean the species did not remain). 

X when the exact date in a month is not provided. 

* to indicate there are comments in the text. 

The more specialized symbols are explained in the text for the specific 
column. 
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The number of species reported, contributors (to the extent known) 
and special comments are: 

Adams, Hastings, 87 species. Miss Bernice Welch, reporter, Elsie Helzer, 
Esther Kennedy, Glen Kramer. 

Boone, Albion, 161 species. Wayne J. Mollhoff, reporter, Mr. Mollhoff 

commented: 1 guess this is a new high for me for Boone Co. second half. 

Again, I missed most of the warblers - no tower kills. I think I found a 
total of 6 birds there this fall. No big numbers of anything, just a few of 


these 

and ; 

a few 

of 

those 


There 

are 

a few Red 

Crossbills, 

which 

is 

a real 

treat 

for me. 
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of July. 

Cuming, West Point, 67 species. Larry Einemann, reporter. d = 26 
and 27 July, h = 14 October, and k = 18 and 19 October. 

Dakota, South Sioux City, 138 species. Bill Huser, reporter, Jerry 
Probst. 

Douglas (and Sarpy), Omaha and Bellevue, 192 species. Tanya Bray, 
R. G. Cortelyou, Ruth Green, Babs and Loren Padelford, reporters, Phil 
Swanson, Jerry Toll, B. J. Rose, Alice Rushton. The Golden Eagle was found 
by David Dieatrick by the river in Fontenelle Forest and taken to the Raptor 
Recovery Center. The Burrowing Owl was picked up by the Humane Society, 
after it apparently flew into the window at a bar. It was taken to the Raptor 
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Recovery Center. The last reported appearance of a Burrowing Owl in Douglas 
Co. was a more reputable character which appeared outside the site of the 
Wilson Ornithological Society meeting 7 April 1979 and left under its own power 
(SBR 47:42). 

Hall, see Howard. 

Howard (and Hall), St. Libory, 101 species. Bill Schleicher, reporter, 
Leroy Burhman, Gary Lingle, Clara McCann, Art Scoggins, Jack Zoiomke, 

Lancaster, Lincoln, 185 species. Tanya Bray, Larry Einemann, Wm. 
C. Garthright, Paul and Karla Kaufman, Thomas Labedz, Mabel B. Ott, Babs 
and Loren Padelford, reporters, Dave and Cindy Cochran, Jed and Pat Friedrichsen , 
Daryl and Marge Giblin, and Paul and Phyllis Reagan. 
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Lincoln, North Platte, 86 species. Mrs. A. B. Gunlicks, reporter. Margaret 
Morton. Miss Morton commented: Two Cattle Egrets stayed until in July, and 
then in August we saw 19, apparently heading to the south as they stayed 
only about a day. In September we saw an immature Ibis. Two White-faced 
adults were reported in the spring (but didn't get into the Spring Occurrence 
Report - Ed.) so my supposition would be that this one was also White-faced. 

McPhershn, T yron, 51 species. Mrs. Oona Bassett, reporter. Mrs, 
Bassett reported Baltimore Orioles up to 30 August, and a Bullock's on 30 
September. 

Pierce, primarily Willow Creek Recreation Area, 171 species and the Loon 
sp. Mark A. Brogie, reporter, Ed. M. Brogie, Ellen Brogie, Roger and Isolde 
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Cutshall, Mike Erickson, Larry Roper, David and Lois Stage. The Loon sp. 
was small. 

Platte, Columbus, 87 species. This is a combination of reports by Babs 
and Loren Paeelford for 8, 10 and 20 August, 5 September, and 11 and 13 

October; Ruth Green for 6 September; and B. J. Rose's reports of unusual 

sightings. Most, if not all, of the reports are for Lake Babcock. 

Polk, Polk, 144 species. Norris Alfred, reporter, Lennis Lind, Mike 

Lindburg, Louise Merchant, Lee Morris. Mr. Alfred wrote: I was driving 

slowly along the south side of the Blender basin, looking for shorebirds, when 
suddenly a duck hit the water with a big splash, not more than fifteen feet 
from the road, with a Cooper's Hawk almost divdng in the water after it. 
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The hawk flew up, circled, and dived on the duck again. The duck splashed 
water with its wings and that scared the hawk off. It circled again, swooping 
almost half-way down on the duck, and then flew away. I saw the duck join 
other Blue-winged Teal, and as I approached, the small flock flew, including 
the duck that almost encountered its everlasting. Mr. Morris wrote: Norris 
and I saw some Red Knots. It took a little figuring to identify them. I see 
lots of them in Texas most winters. And later he wrote: Our hoards of geese 
finally left last week (dated 16 December) , after the ice storm covered the 
corn they were feeding on. We had the most geese I've ever seen here in 


the fall. 

Sarpy, see Douglas. 
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Saunders, Morse Bluff, 77 species. Rev. Thomas A, Hoffman, reporter, 
supplemented by some observations from a bird atlas area near Yutan by R. G. 
Cortelyou and Alice Rushton (marked y). Father Hoffman wrote: Here's the 
report from Wolf Lake. First of all, I returned to the site for the first time 
on 31 August (after a year in New Zealand - Ed.), so I missed a lot of summer 
residents that leave early (Orchard Oriole, Dickcissel, etc.). I marked Gadwall 
as wintering; they stayed through the second week in January. This is the 
first winter there have not been Robins in December and January - very poor 
cedar-berry crop. Finches and sparrows have been even more than ordinarily 
scarce; Goldfinches have been c^ownright rare; sparrows, including Juncoes 
and Tree Sparrows, scarce and sometimes missing all together. The Townsend's 
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Solitaire occurred once more in December, twice in January, and most recently 
7 February, always in the same place. 

Scott s Bluff, Gering, 136 species. Mrs. Alice Kenitz, reporter, Lydia 
Bolz, Joyce Brashear, Felix Koenig, Sherry McCoy. Mrs. Kenitz wrote: The 
Snowy Egret was seen in the North Platte River west of Scottsbluff in July, 
but Rod Smith, who saw it, couldn't remember the exact date. The Least 
Sandpiper was reported at the North Platte NWR by the Refuge staff. A Rufous-sided 
Towhee has beeii seen all through January in a farmyard southeast of Gering. 
The Common Crackle that has remained all winter is injured and has been 
hopping around the yard of Joyce Brashear - it does not appear able to fly. 
The Eurasian Wigeon tended to move away as people approached. It was last 
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seen 8 January. 


Eurasian Wigeon (right) 
Scottsbluff, 29 December 2986 

Mark Brogie photograph 

Sicux, Mitchell, 126 
species. David and Helen 
Hughson, reporters. The 
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Hughsons live in southern Sioux Co., but their mail is delivered through Mitchell. 
Mrs. Gertrude Wood found 18 Clark's Nutcrackers in Sowbelly Canyon (northern 
Sioux Co., northeast of Harrison) 25 August, and the next day she found 
5 more in Coffee Park, in the canyon. She saw "hundreds" of Mountain Bluebirds 
there and in Smiley Canyon, near Ft. Robinson. Mark Brogie found 25 Bohemian 
Waxwings in Sowbelly Canyon 29 December, and 40 or so Clark's Nutcrackers. 

Washington, DeSoto NWR, 83 species. d = 7/25, e = 8/6, f = 8/7, m 
= 11/11, n = 11/15, o = 11/22, p = 11/25, and t = 12/20. t is from the Christmas 
Count, and so is the only fairly complete coverage. d is a report by George 
Gage, f a report of some Nebraska sightings by Ruth Green,- the others are 
sightings on the Iowa side from loWa Bivd Life 57:12-19, Field Reports - Fall 
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1986. Presumably all but the Sedge Wrens 
would have been in Nebraska Some of the 
time. 


Black Scoter 
DeSoto NWR 25 July 1986 

Phil Swanson photograph 
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NOTES 

ROCK COUNTY. A pair of Cin'-iamon Teal, two Great Egrets, and a 
newly hatched clutch of Canada Geese were seen near Bassett on 26 April 
1986. 

- Eldon Marsh, Box 365, Brunswick, Neb. 6872'] 

On 19 and 20 May 1986 Mrs. Ratzlaff and I saw three White-faced Ibis 
on the Niobrara River, north of Bassett. They were feeding in a marsh. 

- Neal Ratzlaff, 536 Brentwood Road, Omaha, Neb. 68114 
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SHORT-EARED OWLS IN LANCASTER CO. Five to seven Short-eared Owls 
were observed on 10 January 1986, during a controlled burn on the Jack Sinn 
Memorial WMA, Lancaster Co, Two to five birds were observed on nearly 
a daily basis from early October through the end of November in 1 983, 1984, 
and 1985 , and seven or eight birds were observed 25 November 1 985 . The 
observer was in the field five days a week during this time, in each of the 
three years. One Owl was seen in November 1985 at Wildwood WMA. 

All observatioins were by Game and Paraks Commission personnel. 

- Ross Lock, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, 

PO Box 30370, Lincoln, Neb. 68503 
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LEWIS' WOODPECKER. On 24 September 1 985 Donald Emrick saw a Lewis' 
Woodpecker on the north side of Dewey Lake, on Valentine Refuge. 

ROCK WREN. On 22 September 1985 Lloyd and I saw a lone Rock Wre!! 
at the Lexington airport. It was hanging around so close to the waiting rooi 
window that we got a fantastic look at it. 

— - Kathryn Kaufman, 1S06 Hampton, Lexington, Neb., G835II 

VEERY I saw a Veery in Lincoln Co. 27 May 1985 . 

- Paul Pearson, Et 2, Box 63, Wakefield, Neb. 687Si 
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BLACK-TxHROATED BLUE WARBLER. A Black-throated Blue Warbler struck 
our patio window on 5 October 1 986. We had plenty of time to identify him, 
as he sat stunned on the oatio for a while. A first for us. 


— Nancy Weldon, 1013 Terrace Drive, Nebraska City, Neb. 

RAPTOR MEETING. Raptor Research Foundation will hold its 


68410 


meeting 28-30 October 1 987, at Boise, Idaho. 

0 !i the migration of raptors in western North 


annual 

The meeting will feature a symposium 
America. General paper a’ld 


poster sessions will follow the 
L'.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
83705, (208 ) 334-1888. 


symposium. The chairman is Rich Howard, 
4696 Overland Rd. , Rm. 576, Boise, Idaho, 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Wildlife 2000 Modeling Habitat Relationships of Terestrial Vertebrates, 
edited by Jared Verner, Michael L. Morrison, and C. John Ralph, 496 pp., 
9 X Hi, The University of Wisconsin Press, Madison, Wis. , bibliography, 
indexed, cloth, $17.50. 

This book is based on the proceedings of a symposium at Stanford Sierrj 
Camp, California, in 1984. Not all papers presented there are included; those 
that are were revised to reflect reactions to the presentations, and some additional 
papers were added to round out the presentation. The sixty papers are presented 
in several sections: Development, Testing, and Application of Wildlife-Habitat 
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Models; Biometric Approaches to Modeling; When Habitats Fail as Predictors; 
Predicting Effects of Habitat Patchiness and Fragmentation; Linking Wildlife 
Models with Models of Vegetation Succession; and a short Svnoosis. 

Obviously, this is a book for professionals, who should be able to find 
» lot of material for consideration. 

Field Guiide to the Birds of Southern Africa, Ian Sinclair, 368 pp., 
5.75 X 8.25, indexed by English common names, Afrikaans common names, 
and scientific names. The Stephen Greene Press, Lexington, Mass. $14.95. 

This guide covers Africa south of the Cunene and Zambezi rivers, and 

the oceans and islands south to Antarctica. The birds (several to a page) 

tre illustrated by color photographs (in most cases, a few colored illustrations), 
with text (English and scientific names, length in cms.,description and distinguish¬ 
ing characteristics, call, habitat, Afrikaans name) and a range map on the 

facing page. There are the usual guide features - typography of a bird, 
family descriptions, glossary, equipment advice, etc. 

For those who contemplate birding in the area, or are just interested, 

Collins Field Notebook of British Birds, Roger Lovegrove, illustrated by 
Philip Snow, 128 pp., 4.5 x 7.75, Collins, London, $21.95 

Color illustration of the birds, with backgrounds and a very short text, 
are shown on the left-hand pages of the book, with additional text on the 

right -hand page. There are 280 species in the book - all that are commonly 

found in Britain. The front cover of the book is inserted in a pocket in the 

left part of the cover, which when fully extended reaches about 13.75 inches. 

A notepad is attached to a pocket on the right, so that when opened normally 
it can be used with the book closed, or can be laid over the text page of 
the book so notes can be made with the illustration exposed. The notepad 
is headed Observations, and at the bottom has printed space for Place, Conditioins, 
Date, Time, and Page No.. Presumably similar pads will be available separately. 
The pad can be folded out to expose a pocket, which contains a Field List 

of British Birds by the British Trust for Ornithology. The pocket can also 
be used to hold completed notepad pages, or anything else flat and small enough. 
There is no specific provision for a pen/pencil, but one could be clipped in. 

The outfit would be handy in the field in Britain; for non-field use 
other books probably would be better, 

British Warblers, Eric Simms, 432 pp. , 5.75 x 8.5, bibliography, index, 
Collins, London, $27.95. 

Each of the four genera of British warblers (typical, grasshopper, reed, 
and tree) is introduced by a chapter, and within each genera the more common 
species each has a chapter of around ten pages, with probably a black-and-white 
photograph, a sonogram, and a breeding range map. Less common species 

are grouped in one chapter. There are six color plates showing 51 illustrations. 

And chapters on kinglets, goldcrest, and firecrest. 

If you want to know a lot about these Old World Warblers, here is your 
chance. 

A Field Guide to Caterpillars of Butterflies and Moths in Britain and 
Europe, David J. Carter, illustrated by Brian Hargreaves, 5^ x 8, 296 pp., 

bibliography, index, $27.95 

This book deals with the caterpillars of over 500 of the more common 

species out of the more than 5,000 species of butterflies and moths in the 

area. The color plates are in the center of the book, with the adults on the 

left-hand page and the caterpillars on their typical foodplants on the right. 
The text gives distribution, description, habitat, foodplants,, and biology for 
each species, and a refernce to the color plates. In addition to the species 

accounts the book discusses the anatomy and life cycle of a caterpillar, the 

enemies of caterpillars and defences against those enemies, how to find caterpillars 
and how to raise them, 

A Field Guide to the Oragontlies of Britain, Europe and North Africa, 
sques d'Aguilar, Jean-Louis Dommanger, and Rene Prechac, 336 pp. , 5 x 

CulUns, London, index $34,95. 
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After genereal discussion of the life cycle of the dragonfly, the structure* 
habits, and behaviour of the larva and adults, and predators and parasites* 
the book gives detailed information on 130 species (plus one possible tropical 
African visitor). This covers identification, habitat, behaviour, distributioJi 
(with reference to the distribution maps at the back of the book), and similar^ 
species. The color plates of the species are shown separately (including on4i 
plate of nine exotic species). There are also color photographs illustrati!i| 
habitat, behaviour, and the like. ’ 

A Bibliography of Bird Identification Articles in Five Journals, with Cross? 
references to a List of over 580 Species, Clarice Watso'i, 44 pp. , 5^ x 8 * 
Oregon Field Ornithologists Special Publication #4, Jan. 1987, $4.50 AvailabW 

from Oregon Field Ornithologists, Treasurer, P. O. Box 10373, Eugene, Ore* 
97440. j 

This bibliography was compiled by the secretary of the Oregon Blrd|( 
Record Committee as an aid in finding articles dealing with bird identificatiuft; 
problems. It consists of a listirig of 544 articles in two lists. The first list,' 
arranged alphabetically by author, gives standard reference information - author*' 
title, date, journal reference. The second list is aranged in phylogenetl# 
order, given species name and a reference number to locate the article(a) 
in the first iist. The author made no attempt to evaluate each reference listed# 
recognizing that even a tiny bit of information may be useful. The journals ] 
'wv.ve, those. li.k.eA'j to be available tti Oreypn birders. They are; AmePt- 
can Birds, 1971-1986; Birding, 1969-1986; Continental Bird Life, 1979-1981: Ore¬ 
gon Birds, 1977-1986; California Birds, 1970-1973 - now it is Western Birds, 19,74- 
1985 , 

If you are lopking for extra identification information, this would be 
a gpod place to start. 

— ^ayne J. Mollhoff, 736 S, Third, Albion, Neb. 68620 

CORRECTION TO 1986 SPRING OCCURRENCE REPORT. The text for 
Column 8 (Saunders Co.) gives (UBR 54:51) m = My 31 and m = Je 14. The 
second entry should read u = Je 14. 
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1986 NEBRASKA NESTING SURVEY 
Compiled by Dr. Esther V. Bennett 

Data on the 1986 nesting season in Nebraska wtere received from 20 observers 
and one organization, reporting on 67 species from 49 counties. Counties 
on the tabulation are listed in a west to east order, with the northernmost 
of the approximately equal locations given first. Numbers represent Nest 
Record Cards, A (for aliment) represents carrying food; B represents building 
nest; C represents copulating; E represents eggs; F represents feeding: M 
represents carrying nesting material; N represents nests observed for which 
no Nest Record Card was submitted; P represents brood patch; and Y represents 
young observed. Underlined numbers represent nests reported on Colonial 
Nesting Reports, and GPC in the following paragraph represents Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission. 

Twenty species were reported on 202 North American Nest Record Cards, 
and 47 species were reported without cards, for a total of 67 species. The 
counties, with column numbers in the tabulation shown in parantheses, and 
the contributors are: Banner (3), A. M. Kenitz; Boone (26), Wayne Mollhoff; 
Box Butte (6), Doug Thomas; Butler (38), GPC; Cass (48), GPC, Ruth Green; 
Cedar (36), GPC; Chase (12), GPC, lola Pennington; Cheyenne (8), GPC; 
Clay (29), GPC; Dawes (5), Mark Brogie, Bill Huser; Dawson (20), GPC; 
Dixon (41), GPC; Dodge (42), GPC; Douglas (46), Charles Burnett, R. G, 
Cortelyou, GPC, Helen MacAnally, Alice Rushton; Dundy (13), GPC; Fillmore 
(34), GPC; Frontier (17), GPC; Furnas (22), GPC; Garden (10), Ruth Green; 
Gosper (21), GPC; Hall (25), Bill Lemberg; Hamilton (28), GPC; Hayes (15), 
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GPC; Hitchcock (16), GPC; Kearney (24), Harold Turner; Keith (11), GPC; 

Keya Paha (19), GPC; Kimball (4), Mark Brogie, Bill Huser; Lancaster (44), 

K. F. Dinan, GPC, Bill Garthright; Lincoln (14), GPC, Ruth Green, Lee Morris; 
Merrick (27), GPC, Wayne Mollhoff; Morrill (7), GPC; Nuckolls (30), Bill Garthright; 
Polk (32), Norris Alfred; Platte (31), GPC; Red Willow (18), GPC; Richardson 
(49), GPC; Rock (23), Eldon Marsh; Saline (40), GPC; Sarpy (47), Russell 
Benedict, Ruth Green; Saunders (43), R. G. Cortelyou, GPC, Alice Rushton; 
Scotts Bluff (2), Mark Brogie, Bill Huser, A. M, Kenitz; Seward (39), GPC; 

Sheridan (9), Mark Brogie, Bill Huser; Sioux (1), Mark Brogie, GPC, Bill 
Huser; Stanton (37), GPC; Thayer (35), GPC; 'Washington (45), Ruth Green, 
Rick Wright; and York (33), Norris Alfred, Lee Morris. 

Game and Parks Commission employees and aides contributed 192 Nest 

Record Cards and recorded 53 3 nests ot four species on Colonial Bird Register 
forms. These individuals are: Frank E. Andelt, John Dinan, Joe Gabanyi, 
K, L. Gottschalk, Bob Linderholm, Jim M. Mitchell, T. W. Proctor, R. G. 
Stutheit, John Sweet, Curt Twedt, W. T, White, and Greg Wingfield. 

The following 22 Nebraska species which were reported in 1986 were 
not reported in the 1985 Nesting Survey {NBR 54:31): Great Blue Heron, Black- 
crowned Night-Heron, Blue-winged Teal, Northern Shoveler, Northern Bobwhite, 
Spotted Sandpiper, Rock Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Eastern Screech-Owl, Lewis' 
Woodpecker, Eastern Phoebe, Cassin's Kingbird, Purple Martin, Blue Jay, Mountain 
Bluebird, Solitary Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Tennessee Warbler, Northern 
Parula, Yellow Warbler, American Redstart, and Prothonotary Warbler. 

Forty species reported in the 1985 survey were not reported in 1986: 
Least Bittern, Snowy Egret, Little Blue Heron, Green-backed Heron, Cinnamon 
Teal, Common Moorhen, American Coot, Black-necked Stilt, Long-billed Curlew, 
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American Woodcock, Hairy Woodpecker, 
Western Wood-Pewee, Eastern Wood- 
Pewee, Horned Lark, Northern Rough¬ 
winged Swallow, Barn Swallow, Ameri¬ 
can Crow, Red-breasted Nuthatch, 
Rock Wren, Gray Catbird, Brown 
Thrasher, Loggerhead Shrike, Euro¬ 
pean Starling, Red-eyed Vireo, Oven- 
bird, Common Yellowthroat, Summer 
Tanager, Lazuli Bunting, Dickcissel, 
Rufous-sided Towhee, Lark Sparrow, 
Lark Bunting, Grasshopper Sparrow, 
Swamp Sparrow, Bobolink, Red-winged 
Blackbird, Yellow-headed Blackbird, 
Great-tailed Crackle, House Finch, and 
Pine Siskin, 

Anyone who sees evidence of 
nesting, young, or adult birds carrying 
nesting material, food, or fecal sacs, 
can submit the information without the 
use of a special form. The information 
should be easily separated by species 
and county. This information will be 
included in the Nebraska Nesting Sur¬ 
vey by letters rather than numbers. 

Anyone who has found, or ex- 
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pects to find, an active nest is invited to request Nest Record Cards to use 
in reporting the nest. Each nest requires a separate card, except for colonial 
nesting species, which require either a separate card for each visit to the 
site or the use of Colonial Bird Register forms. 

Send your Nest Record Card requests and completed cards to Dr. Esther 
V. Bennett, 1641 Devoe Drive, Lincoln, Nebraska, 68506. 


THE EIGHTY-SIXTH (1987 ) ANNUAL MEETING 

The eighty-sixth Annual Meeting was held in Valentine 15, 16, and 17 

May, 1987 , in conjunction with the South Dakota Ornithologists' Union. A 
previous joint meeting was held in Yankton, S.D. in 1959. Total attendance 
at some part of this meeting was 116; 6 who were members of both societies, 
57 members of NOU only, 39 members of SDOU only, and 14 nonmembers. 
Friday night George Vandei, of the SD Game, Fish, and Parks Commission, 
spoke on the program, sponsored by the International Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies, for the identification and preservation of shorebird habitat. 
At the NOU Annual Meeting, Saturday afternoon, Thomas Labedz. Lincoln, 
was elected President; Ray Korpi, Bellevue, Vice-president; Mrs. Ruth Green, 
Bellevue, Secretary; Mrs. Alice Kenitz, Gering, Treasurer; Dr. Neva Pruess, 
Lincon, Librarian; and R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha, Editor. Certificates of appreciation 
were given to Mrs. Lona Shafer, the retiring Treasurer, for five years in 
that position, and, in absentia, to Gary Lingle, retiring President, for two 
years as Vice-president and three years as President. He was in China attending 
the International Crane Workshop. It was announced that the 1987 Fall Field 
Day will be at Halsey 3 and 4 October. The invitation of the Wildcat Audubon 
Society to hold the 1988 Annual Meeting in Scottsbluff/Gering was accepted. 
After the meeting Wayne Mollhoff reported on the status of the bird atlas project. 
At the banquet that evening Dr. Diana Tomback, of University of Colorado 
at Denver, spoke on "Clark's Nutcracker, Landscape Architect of the Subalpine". 

Saturday and Sunday mornings were available for binding, and for the 

first time in the recollection of the editor, there was a serious accident while 
binding at a meeting: Dr. Mildred Gross broke her leg just above the ankle 
while at the Ft. Niobrara NWR. Fortunately, the break could be treated so 
that she was able to go home that afternoon. There were four organized field 
trips: Lacreek NWR, in S.D. northwest of Valentine: Ft. Niobrara and Valentine 
Refuges, both in Cherry Co.; and the Niobrara Valley preserve of The Nature 
Conservancy. The road used for this trip is on the north side of the Niobrara, 

in Keya Paha Co., but in a couple of places bridges allowed access to Brown 

Co., south of the river. Saturday was hot and very windy, Sunday was 

cooler and less windy. A short shower came up while the count was being 
compiled. The official count extended from noon Friday to noon Sunday, and 
was resticted to Brown, Cherry, and Keya Paha counties in Nebraska, and 
Lacreek NWR and those parts of South Dakota immediately adjacent to Cherry 
and Keya Paha counties. A total of 157 species was recorded, 148 were recorded 
from Nebraska: 142 from Cherry Co. (marked c), 56 from Keya Paha (k) , 
45 from Brown Co. (b); and 99 from South Dakota (d). On her way home 
Sunday afternoon Mrs. Alice Kenitz saw a Ferruginous Hawk in Cherry Co., 
too late to be included in the count. The individual species are: Common 
Loon c; Pied-billed c d. Eared c d, Western c d, and Clark's c Grebes; American 
White Pelican c k d. Double-crested Cormorant c d, American Bittern c d. 
Great Blue Heron c k b d; Great c and Cattle c Egrets; Green-backed Heron 

c, Black-crowned Night-Heron c d. Trumpeter Swan c d, Canada Goose c 

k d. Wood Duck c k b d. Green-winged Teal d. Mallard c k b d. Northern 
Pintail c d, Blue-winged Teal c k b d. Northern Shoveler c d, Gadwall c d, 
American Wigeon d, Canvasback c d. Redhead c d. Ring-necked Duck d. Lesser 
Scaup c. Common Merganser c. Ruddy Duck c d, Turkey Vulture c k b d, 
Mississippi Kite c. Bald Eagle k. Northern Harrier c d; Sharp-shinned c k 

b, Cooper's c, Swainson's c d, and Red-tailed c k b d Hawks; American Kestrel 
c k d. Merlin d. Ring-necked Pheasant c d. Greater Prairie-Chicken c. Sharp-tailed 
Grouse c k d. Wild Turkey c k, Virginia Rail c, Sora c, American Coot c 

d. Black-bellied Plover c, Killdeer c k b d. Black-necked Stilt c, American 

Avocet c d. Lesser Yellowlegs c, Willet c d; Spotted c k b d and Upland c 
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k d Sandpipers: Long-billed Curlew c d; Hudsonian c and Marbled d Godwits; 
Sanderling c; Semipalmated c. Least c, White-rumped c, Baird's c d, and 
Stilt c Sandpipers; Common Snipe c, Wilson's Phalarope c d; Franklin's c and 
Ring-billed c d Gulls; Forster's c d and Black c d Terns; Rock c d and Mourning 
c k b d Doves; Yellow-billed Cuckoo c k, Eastern Screech-Owl c; Great Horned 
c d and Burrowing c k d Owls; Common Nighthawk c, Common Poorwill c; 
Chimney c d and White-throated c Swifts; Belted Kingfisher c k d; Red-headed 
c k d, Downy c b d, and Hairy c k d Woodpeckers: Northern Flicker c b 

d. Eastern Wood-Pewee k b, Least Flycatcher c k d; Eastern d and Say's 
d Phoebes; Great Crested Flycatcher c k b d; Western c k b d and Eastern 
c k b d Kingbirds; Horned Lark c k b d; Tree c b, Northern Rough-winged 
c k d, Bank c d. Cliff c d, and Barn c k b d Swallows; Blue Jay c k b d, 

Black-billed Magpie c b d, American Crow c k b d. Black-capped Chickadee 
c k b d, White-breasted Nuthatch c k d; House c k b d, Sedge c, and Marsh 
c d Wrens; Eastern Bluebird c k b d, Veery c, American Robin c k b d, 
Gray Catbird c b d, Northern Mockingbird c, Brown Thrasher c k b d. Water 
Pipit d. Loggerhead Shrike c d, European Starling c k b d; Bell's c d, War^bling 
c k b d, and Red-eyed c k b d Vireos; Tennessee c. Yellow c d, Blackburnian 
c, Bay-breasted c, Blackpoll c, and Black-and-white c k Warblers; American 
Redstart c k b d, Ovenbird c k d. Common Yellowthroat c k b d, Yellow-breasted 
Chat c k b d, Scarlet Tanager c d. Northern Cardinal c k; Black-headed 

c k d and Blue c Grosbeaks; Lazuli c and Indigo c k d Buntings; Dickcissel 
c, Rufous-sided Towhee c k b d; Chipping c d. Clay-colored c k d. Field 

c b, Vesper k d, and Lark c k b d Sparrows; Lark Bunting c b d; Savannah 
d and Grasshopper c k b d Sparrows; Bobolink c d, Red-winged Blackbird 
c b d; Eastern c d and Western c k b d Meadowlarks; Yellow-headed c d and 
Brewer's c Blackbirds; Common Crackle c k b d, Brown-headed Cowbird c 
b d; Orchard c k b d and Northern c k b d Orioles; Red Crossbill c, Pine 
Siskin c d, American Goldfinch c k b d, and House Sparrow c. 

A Mallard's nest found at Lacreek had been parasitized, probably by 
another duck species. 


INSECTS IN SOME NEBRASKA CROPS AS FOOD FOR PHEASANT CHICKS 

ABSTRACT. Insect biomass was estimated for crops grown on an organic, 
a dryland, and an irrigated farm from 1 June to 15 July, the time period assumed 
important for Ring-necked Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus) nesting and chick 
dependence on insect food. Differences due to farming system were not detected. 
Total insect biomass production during the season was 2,555, 2,173, and 338 
mg per square m for oats-sweetclover, oats, and sweetclover, respectively, 
Leafhoppers were the most abundant insects in oats and oats-sweetclover, with 
plant bugs the most abundant in sweetclover. Mean standing crop biomass 
(mg per square m) of only those insects acceptable as food for chicks was 
oats-sweetclover (509), oats (413), sweetclover (397), wheat (247), alfalfa (163), 
soybeans (46), and corn (38). Oats-sweetclover and oats were the only crops 
providing both nesting habitat and insect food for Pheasant chicks. 

Insects are essential as food for Ring-necked Pheasant chicks. It is 
generally believed that oats (Aoena satioa) or oats-sweetclover (Melilotus offi¬ 
cinalis) provide adequate amounts of insects (Warner 1984) but few quantitative 
data are available. Whitmore et al. (1986) confirmed that these crops support 

many insects eaten by chicks. 

Intensive agriculture, with use of commercial fertilizers, has resulted 
in a decline in the area planted to oats-sweetclovcr. Warner et al. (1984) 
associated the declining Pheasant population in Illinois with the trend toward 
monoculture in farming. The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission sponsors 
a habitat program in which farmers and ranchers receive payment for growing 
oats-sweetclover for a 2-year period, Sweetclover is interseeded in oats the 
first year and harvest of the oats crop is permitted. Sweetclover and oats 
stubble provide habitat during the second year. To evaluate this program, 
we determined the insect biomass available to Pheasant chicks in crops grown 
in three farming systems. 

METHODS 

Study sites included a 307-ha farm which had been organically farmed 
for 17 years, representing a diversified management system; an adjacent 129-ha 



Nebraska Bird Review 


37 


conventional dryland farm; and a 129-ha irrigated farm. All farms were near 
Valley, Nebraska. Crops grown on the organic farm included corn, soybeans, 
alfalfa, wheat, and oats-sweetclover. Corn and soybeans were grown on the 

dryland farm, but only continuous corn was grown on the irrigated farm. 

In addition, second-year sweetclover was sampled on public land near Valparaiso, 
Nebraska, 50 km SW of Valley. 

Both insect standing crop biomass and insect biomass production were 
estimated for oats-sweetclover (1979), oats (1980), and sweetclover (1980). Six 
samples on each date for each crop were taken at 2-week intervals from May 
until after oats harvest. Oats and oats-sweetclover were sampled by randomly 
dropping a round metal frame (0.5 square m area) over the area to be sampled. 
This frame had a plastic screen top closed by a drawstring, A gasoline-powered 
suction device was used to remove insects from the enclosed area. Six linear 

samples, each 6 m long, were taken with the suction sampler from sweetclover 

where plant height prevented use of the enclosed frame. These samples were 
converted to square m using the calibration method of Pruess and Whitmore 
(1976). 

Insects were killed and partially separated by using U.S.A. standard 
testing sieves (Whitmore et al. 1986). Mean weights of individual insects were 
estimated from known numbers of individuals from each species and size. Samples 
were oven-dried at 70°C for 24 hours, transferred to a desiccator for 24 hours, 
and weighed to nearest 0.01 mg. 

Adults of above-ground herbivorous insects (Homoptera, Hemiptera, and 
Lepidoptera), with corresponding immature stages, were separated by species 
for calculation of biomass production. Two groups of predators, lady beetles 
(Coleoptera: Coccinellidae) and nabids (Hemiptera: Nabidae) were also separated 
for production estimates. 

Biomass production estimates were calculated using the average cohort 
method (Benke and Waide 1977). Mean weights and numbers of each size class 
were used to estimate production as the sum of all insect biomass which died 
at any stage of development. Generation time for each species was estimated 
from the size-frequency distribution of growth stages over time. Because 
adult insects in many cases weighed more than the final immature stage, they 
were included as a cohort after immatures of that species became adult. Adults 
appearing early in the season, prior to the presence of full-grown immatures, 
were considered to be immigrants and included only in standing crop biomass. 

Only standing crop biomass was estimated for other crops. Alfalfa and 
wheat were sampled with the enclosed frame described above. Corn and soybeans 
were sampled using the linear method., We did not achieve true replication, 
but subsample variation and variation between sample dates were considered 
in drawing conclusions. Whitmore et al. (1986) found that young Pheasants 
fed almost exclusively on insects greater than 3 mm length (those retained 
by screen sizes 12-16) and, for interpretive purposes, we report standing 
crops of only these larger insects. 

RESULTS 

Insects smaller than size 16, although abundant, contributed little to 
standing crop biomass but did contribute to total biomass production. Mean 

standing crop of insects not considered in biomass production ("other insects", 
Table 1) contributed as much or more biomass as did those species for which 
production estimates could be made. 

Homoptera (leafhoppers and planthoppers) and Hemiptera (plant bugs) 
were the main source of insect biomass production in oats and oats-sweetclover 
(94% and 95% of total production, respectively). Plant bugs comprised 59% 

and aphids 36% of total insect production in sweetclover. 

No differences in standing crops, or species present, were observed 
in soybeans (organic vs. dryland) or corn (organic vs. dryland vs. irrigated) 
and data were pooled to show means for the crops sampled (Fig. 1) . Oats-sweetclover 
and oats had the highest mean insect standing crops during the time period 

we considered important (1 June to 15 July). 

Seasonal changes in standing crop for oats, oats-sweetclover, and sweetclover 
are shown in Fig. 2. Highest standing crops occurred during the period 

of peak chick hatch (1 June to 20 June), Insect standing crop in sweetclover 
declined beginning about 1 July, when chicks would still be highly dependent 
on insect food. Standing crops remained high in oats and oats-sweetclover 
until oats harvest (about 15 July). 
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Table 1. Mean insect standing crop and biomass production (mg per square 
m) of insects in oats (O), oats-sweetclover (OS), and second-year sweetclover 
{S2), Only insects more than 3 mm length are included in standing crop estimates. 


Standing crop Production 


Insect Group 

0 

OS 

S2 

0 

OS 

S2 

Homoptera 

Leafhoppers (Cicadellidae) 
Endria inimioa 

46 

24 


762 

322 


Draeculacephala sp. 

67 

67 

- 

942 

1,111 

- 

other leafhoppers 

22 

43 

- 

153 

421 

- 

Planthoppers (Delphacidae) 
Delphaoodes sp. 

25 

29 


186 

232 

_ 

Aphids (Aphididae) 

- 

4 

6 

- 

112 

- 

Hemiptera 

Plant bugs (Miridae) 

7 

10 

37 

75 

100 

201 

Nabids (Nabidae) 

8 

13 

- 

51 

206 

- 

Lepidoptera 

- 

1 

- 

- 

21 

- 

Coleoptera 

Lady beetles ( Coccinellidae) 

2 

9 

5 

4 

29 

15 

Other insects * 

221 

213 

218 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

399 

415 

267 

2,173 

2,555 

338 


* Includes adults of above species prior to production of first generation. 



Fig. 1 Mean standing crop biomass (mg per square ra) for size class 12-16 
(more than 3 mm length) insects from crops sampled 1 June to 15 July. 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 

Size and stability of standing crop are probably adequate measures of 
an insect food resource for Pheasant chicks. Oats and oats-sweetclover, although 
sampled in different years, supported essentially the same insects. In Nebraska, 
during the first season, oats-swcetclover does not appear to be a more diverse 
habitat that oats alone Prior to oats harvest, sweetclover comprised less 
than 5% of vegetative biomass in oats-sweetclover, The most abundant insects 
in both crops were several leafhopper species that have a broad grass host 
range, excellent dispersal capabilities, high reproductive potential, and relatively 
long lives as adults. Whitmore et al. (1986) found these leafhoppers to be 
readily accepted as food by Pheasant chicks. Following oats harvest, there 
was a long period when all vegetation, and insects, were sparse. This occurs 
sufficiently late in the season that chicks would either no longer be dependent 
on insect food or would have sufficient nobility to move to other habitats. 
Oats stubble would still provide both protective cover and grain as food. 

The sweetclover field observed in this study, although harboring considerable 
insect biomass, contained primarily insects which live in the canopy (more 
than 1 m) and thus would be unavailable to small chicks. Declining biomass 
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Fig. 2 Seasonal changes in insect standing crop biomass (mg per square 
m) for oats-sweetclover, oats, and sweetclover. Vertical lines are standard 
errors for oats-sweetclover estimates. 


after 1 July was the result of crop drying after seed set and drought conditions 
that prevented new growth. However, sweetclover in combination with other 
vegetation, might provide excellent habitat. In our experience, alfalfa often 
harbors greater insect densities than found in the field sampled. But removal 
of the first cutting both diminishes the insect food resources as well as posing 
physical threat to chicks. 

Winter wheat provided relatively high insect biomass early in the season, 
but standing crop began to decrease about 15 June as wheat began to head. 
Late-planted row crops such as corn and soybeans are obviously unsuited 
to nesting as well as lacking an insect food resource early in the season. 

Insecticides were not a factor in this study. A soil insecticide for corn 
rootworm control was used only on the irrigated farm. This treatment, applied 
to a habitat unsuitable for nesting, had no measurable effect on above-ground 
insects. Statistical correlations sometimes found between pesticide use and 
wildlife decline (Warner et al. 1984), in the absence of direct evidence of 
wildlife mortaility, may be due to the high intercorrelation of pesticide use 
with monocultures. If pesticides should prove a contributing factor in Pheasant 
decline, then oats or oats-sweetclover might provide refuge in modern agricultural 
systems. Most insects found in oats feed by sucking without causing visible 
plant damage and insecticides are rarely applied. 

The greatest value we can assign to organic farming is the inclusion 
of oats-sweetclover as an important component of that system. If only insect 
food were limiting to Pheasant production , then oats alone would appear equal 
to oats-sweetclover and a 1-year rather than a 2-year, program might encourage 
additional participation. Oats stubble would need to be left over winter, providing 
both grain and limited cover. The extent to which availability of insect food 
limits utilization of otherwise favorable habitats is still unknown. Wildlife biologists, 
however, seem in general agreement on other attributes of good nesting cover 
for Pheasants. The present 2-year program assures continuity of habitat 

over a longer time span, provides better residual cover during the second 
year, and probably has an adequate insect food resource. 
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A RED-NAPED SAPSUCKER IN SIOUX COUNTY, NEBRASKA 

The Red-naped Sapsucker (Sphyrapiaus nuohalis) has recently been recog¬ 
nized as a valid species (American Ornithologists' Union, 1985). Its inclusion 
in the avifauna of Nebraska is based on three birds, all taken in September 

in the northwestern corner of the state during the years 1919 and 1920 (Bray 
et al. 1986). Bray et al. (1985) give detailed accounts of these specimens 

and present an over-view of the species in Nebraska. The following, along 
with being the first spring record of the species in Nebraska, represents 
the first verified occurrence of this species in the state since 1920. 

On the afternoon of 17 April 1987 we found an adult male-plumaged Red-naped 
Sapsucker inhabiting the ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa) forest along the upper 
reaches of Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, The bird was first seen in flight, 
and exhibited a red crown, white wing patches, and a black and white back. 
When the bird came to rest at a distance of about 15 yards we could easily 
see the white and black face pattern, red throat with black below, and narm 
longitudinal w'bite wing stripe. The bird had a notable white V extending 
up the back, originating from a conspicuous white rump patch. The sides 
of the bird were somewhat barred, while the breast appeared unstreaked and 
bad a faint yellowish wash. When the bird turned its head it displayed! 
red nape, which is the primary characteristic that separates this species from 
the congeneric Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Sphyrapiaus Varius) with which it had 
previously been lumped. 

The bird was easily approached as it foraged among the pines. It seemed 
to favor one particular group of trees, and upon closer inspection a "sap 
well" was found in an approximate eight-inch (diameter at breast height) 40-foot 
tall ponderosa pine. The "sap well" was located at a height of about nine 
feet above ground level, and consisted of two parallel rows of small holes 
that had been freshly drilled. We watched the bird for approximately 45 minutes, 
and on three occasions saw it fly to the "sap tree" above the "sap well" and 
then back itself down to the feeding area. 

Identifiable photographs are in the possession of the authors and othen 
have been sent to the Nebraska Records Committee. Unfortunately, none o( 
the photographs seemed likely to produce a usable black-and-white reproduction 
for the Review. 
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BLACK RAIL IN KNOX COUNTY. NEBRASKA 

The Black Rail (Laterallus damaiaensis) is apparently an extremely ran 
spring and fall migrant in Nebraska (Johnsgard, 1980), No breeding evidenct 
for this species exists for the state, although several field guides show Nebrasb' 
at the northern edge of this rail's breeding range. A description of a Blacl 
Rail seen 22 April 1980 in Lancaster Co, {NBR 48:88 is the only accepted reconi 
(Class 111) of this species in the state (Bray et al., 1986). Whitney et al„ 
1978) makes no mention of this species for South Dakota, although Iowa bj^ 
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several records, two of which suggest the possibility of nesting (Dinsmore 
et al., 1984), A tape-recording of calls from the below mentioned bird represents 
the first positive proof occurrence of a Black Rail in Nebraska. 

On the night of 25 May 1986 we heard a Black Rail calling from a wet 
meadow (S^SWiSWi, Sec. 2, T31N, R7W) in Knox Co. The "kik-kee-do" call 
was repeated in approximately three to six second intervals. We were in posession 
of a tape of this species' vocalizations (National Geographic Society - Guide to 
BiM Sounds) and tried to attract the bird by playing a redition of its calls. 
Although the bird was constantly calling and moving back and forth along 
a small waterway, we were not succesful in attracting the bird closer than 
an approximately 50-yard distance, A tape-recording of the Rail's vocalizations 
was made and a copy will be turned over to the Records Committee. Although 
the quality of the tape is poor, the Rail's calls are discernable on good audio 
equipment. We listened to the Rail for about 45 minutes and when we left 
at approximately 10:30 PM it was still calling. We returned the next night, 
and again several nights later, but on both nights we were unable to hear 
or find the bird. 
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MACGILLIVRAY'S WARBLER IN CEDAR COUNTY, NEBRASKA 
MacGillivray's Warbler (Oporornie tolmiei) is 
considered by Johnsgard (1980) to be a rare spring 
and fall migrant in western Nebraska, with most 
records from the Panhandle, but reported from 
as far east as Platte Co. Bray et al (1986) 
consider it regular and cite a specimen taken in 
Boone Co., Whatever the status, this warbler 
is infrequently encountered in Nebraska, and sepa¬ 
rating this species from Mourning Warbler (Onoror- 
nis Philadelphia) can often be difficult. Some au¬ 
thorities believe the two to be conspecific, although 
Hall (1979) found very few hybrid specimens and 
Salt (1973) found that they did not respond to 
the playback of each other's song in the suggested 
overlap zone in Alberta (Roberson 1980). — Brogie photo 

It is the authors' opinion that for any record of a MacGillivray's Warbler 
in central and eastern Nebraska to be entirely convincing the bird should 
have in-hand data taken on it or extremely well documentation of multiple 
field marks, which must include tail length in reference to the body. Reasons 
are as follows; MacGillivray's Warblers are characterised by having a broken 
eyering, although both male and female, adult and immature, Mouring Warblers 
may have incomplete eyerings (Wood and Beimborm 1981); while MacGillivray's 
have black lores and most Mournings have gray lores, some populatons of 
Mourning Warblers are black lored (Robertson 1980). The above mentioned 
characteristics are not fully explained in any of the major field guides, although 
they do state that separation and field identification of immatures of these 
species is often very difficult or next to impossible. 

The key factor in differentiating these two warblers in-hand is tail and 
wing length. Lanyon and Bull (1967) and Wood and Beimborm (1980) say 
to separate these species by using the following measurements (in millimeters) 
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of tail and flattened wing length: 


Lanyon 


Mourning 

Wing 

Tail 

Wing minus tail 


and 


Male 

58-67 

45-53 

10-18 


Bull 


Female 

55-54 

43-52 

10-15 


data 


MacGillivray' 

s 






Male 

57-65 

49-63 

2-10 




F emale 

55-62 

47-58 

2-10 


Wood and 


Mourning 

57-67 

42-53 

10-18 


Beimborm 


MacGillivray' 

s 55-65 

47-63 

2-10 


The 

following is the 

easternmost ( 

occurrence 

of MacGillivray's Warbler in 

Nebraska 

and 

the first record of this 

species for the northeastern 

part of 

the state. 







On 

20 

May 1986 we 

trapped and 

banded a 

male MacGillivray's 

Warbler 

in Cedar 

Co. 

, Nebraska, 

3 miles west 

of Laurel 

. The Warbler was 

banded 


by David Stage (Master Permit # 21582) and given the band # 1740-01031, 
The bird was characterized by having white crescents above and below the 
eye and black lores on a gray head. The throat was also gray, with a thin 
black area at its base which sharply contrasted with the bird's yellow breast. 

As stated previously, these characteristics can fit both Morning and MacGilliv- 
ray's Warblers. However, this Cedar Co. bird had a wing length of 58.5 
mm and a tail length of 61.0 mm. The tail and the wing minus tail measurements 
are clearly outside the range for Mourning Warbler and clearly confirm the 
species as being a MacGillivray's Warbler. The bird was held overnight and 
photographed before being released the next morning. 

Two days later, on 22 May, Ed M. Brogie, Paul Pearson, and the authors 
were successful in observing the MacGillivray's Warbler in the same hedgerow 
from which it was captured. By taking turns of crawling into the dense hedge 
and having the others "drive" the bird past we all were able to get good views 
of this secretive warbler. Ed, at one point, had the bird less than one foot 
away at eye level. It was looked for the next day, but was not seen again. 
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.Addendum: Observation of two additional Oporornis warblers in Cedar Co. 

On 22 May, within 20 minutes of observing the MacGillivray's Warbler, 

the four of us also found a female Connecticut Warbler (Oporornis agilis) and a 
male Mourning Warbler. The Connecticut exhibited the characteristic eyering 
of the species, had a grayish head with a lighter colored throat, yellow undertail 
coverts, and noticeably large feet which it used to walk rather than hop, 

The male Mourning lacked an eycring, had a dark gray head and throat, with 
a black bib which contrasted sharply with the yellow breast. It also showed 
yellow undertail coverts as it hopped above us while feeding. 

NOTES 

PELICAN WITH SANDHILL CRANES. On 17 October 1986, about 1:30 

PM, I took a call from Mrs. Darrol Sukraw from Stapleton, who reported a 
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flock of Sandhill Cranes (approximately 100 birds) that contained a single 

Whooping Crane. After questioning her about the description of the white 

bird, I felt her observation might be valid and asked her which direction 

the birds were traveling. 

She informed me that the flock had just passed over Stapleton and was 
flying dirctly south down highway 83, toward North Platte. This is a distance 
of about 30 miles. Hoping that I could verify the Whooping Crane sighting, 

1 finished a project on my desk and drove across town to the north side of 
North Platte. As I crossed the North Platte River I observed a large flock 
of Sandhill Cranes riding the thermals over highway 83 and slowly moving 
south. The flock was flying at an altitude of approximately 1,000 to 1,500 
feet, but a single white bird stood out vividly from the rest of the flock. 

I radioed back to the North Platte office that I had located the flock with 

the single white bird, and it appeared to be a Whooping Crane.. 

I had no binoculars, but the sno'w white color of the bird's body and 
the black wing tips were very apparent, even at the high altitude. It was 
impossible to see the bird's legs or the shape of its neck, but it did seem 
to be larger that then the Sandhill Cranes in the flock. The white bird flew 

in perfect unison with the others of the flock. When they would glide, it 

would glide. When they rode the thermals over the river and soared, it would 
soar. And when they would line out and fly south, it too would fall into 
formation and fly with the flock. 

Since I did not have binoculars to make a positive identification I radioed 
conservation officer Dwight Allbery, who was working south of town. I told 
him the birds were starting to pass over town, and I was afraid that I would 
lose them in the process. I did lose sight of the flock, and started looking 
for them on the south side of town. I finally found the flock near Lake Maloney. 
They were headed southwesterly. I again radioed Allbery, who caught up 
with me and the flock. We put his spotting scope on the white bird, which 
was now flying in about 12 birds from the end of the line. It was a White Pelican, 
and we last observed it, still in formation, flying south with the Sandhill Cranes 
at about 1,500 feet altitude. 

— Rocky Hoffman, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
Route 4, Box Z6, North Platte Neb. 69101 

SNOWY EGRET IN DAKOTA COUNTY. NEBRASKA. On 31 May 1987 
Ed M. Brogie, Ellen Brogie, Jim Landon, and I observed a Snowy Egret (Egretta 
thula) in Dakota Co. on a small pond along the north side of Highway 20, 
immediately west of the Missouri River bridge. 

The bird was in the company of two Great Egrets (Casmerodius albus) and 
its smaller size, black bill, black legs with bright yellow feet were clearly 
noted. 

- Mark A. Brogie, Box 316, Creighton, Neb. 68729 

MINDEN NOTES About 10 May my brother Elwin, who lives in Adams 
Co., near Holstein, heard a clicking noise as his dog stalked something in 
the grass. The dog jumped and caught it, but Elwin was able to get it before 
it was harmed. It was a Black Rail - very small, purplish color, yellow legs. 
The bird ran away into the uncut grass when it was released. Earlier in 
the year my cousin, Robert Spicknall, had a Northern Shrike and an American 
Bittern near Holstein. On 10 May I heard a Lesser Yellowlegs, and saw Upland 
Sandpipers and Grasshopper Sparrows. Elwin saw a Bobolink around mid-April 
and a Snowy Heron about 1 and 4 May. 

- Harold Turner, Box 333, Minden, Neb. 68959. 

TRUMPETER SWANS. Two Trumpeter Swans, identified by their neckband 
numbers 33NC and 58NA, arrived at Schilling Waterfowl Refuge, Plattsmouth, 
Nebraska, on 5 December 1986 and stayed until 11 December, when they moved 
to a more secluded farm pond in Iowa, where they were fed and protected 
by the farmer. 

33NC is a 3-year-old female who has migrated before. Last year she 
and her mate wintered 40 miles west of Tulsa, Oklahoma. Last spring they 
were seen north of Lincoln, Nebraska, while on their way back, but somewhere 
between Lincoln and Gordon, Wisconsin, where she summered, the male disappeared. 
She stayed in Gordon until October, and was not reported again until this 
sighting in our area. 
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58NA was originally sexed as a feraale, but personnel in the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources now believe "she" is a "he". Whatever, 
58NA is a 4-year-old from Sibley County, Minnesota, who has never migrated 
before. Personnel in the Hennepin County Trumpter Swan Restoration Project 
say there are at least 11 other swans which have recently disappeared; four 
collared adults, five cygnets traveling with them, and two uncollared subadults. 
Some other unmarked birds may have left, also. 

- Ruth C. Gveen^ 606 ]>l. 31st Avenue^ Bellevue, Neb. SSOdi 

BARROW'S GOLDENEYE IN KEITH COUNTY, NEBRASKA. On 19 April 
1987 we identified and photographed a male Barrow's Goldeneye (Buaephala is- 
landica) at Keystone Lake, Keith Co. The bird 
was first seen frequenting the effluent area of 
Kingsley Dam and was approached to a distance 
of approximately 50 yards. 

The bird exhibited a large white facial crescent 
on a purplish head. The forehead was very abrupt 
and the black bill appeared quite small in relation 
to the head size. The bird's white breast and 
white sides were separated by a black narrowing 
line extending forward from the back. The black 
back contained a row of white spots running from 
the shoulder of the wing to the middle part of 
the back. A white wing patch was also clearly 
visible. 

Three other Goldeneyes were also present, although they were not identified 
as our attention was drawn on the aforementioned bird and the task of photographing 
it. Several photographs were taken before all four birds were frightened 
away by a passing boat. 

The photogr*aph is the first photographic evidence of this species for 
Nebraska. Identifiable photographs are in possession of the authors and others 
have been sent to the Nebraska Records Committee. 

- Mark A. and Ellen L. Brogie, Box 326, Creighton, Neb. 68?U 

BALD EAGLE STRIKES SANDHILL CRANE, Around 7 AM 22 March 1987 

I was SE of Kearney, watching Sandhill Cranes coming from the river to the 
fields. There had been a heavy rain, and the fields were wet and muddy, 
there was an overcast, and it probably was in the 40s. A man, woman, and 
child were in a pickup, and the man called to me as I started to leave, lo 
say that he had lived there all his life and just saw something he had never 
seen before - a Bald Eagle had struck a Crane in flight. Both of the observers 

were used to Sandhill Cranes, and she had seen the Whooping Crane near 

her folks house. The Eagle was circling about 30 or 40 feet above the Crane, 

which was on the ground. Unfortunately, 1 got out of the car to see better, 

and caused the Eagle, a fully mature bird with white head and tail, to fly 
over to the trees along the river. While 1 talked to the family the Crane 
got to its feet and began to peck at the ground, but it was obviously injured. 
The other Cranes had all gone on their way, but this one made no effort to 

fly. The Eagle sat and watched, the farmer went on his way, and I had to 

go on my way before I saw the outcome of this event. 

Naomi Brill, 4625 South St., Lincoln, Neb. 685SS, 

Efforts to identify the observers of the strike have not been successful, 
Mr. George W. Brown, Kearney, canvassed the area of the observation but 
no one could identify the observers, who apparently were not residents of 
the immediate area. 

NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION MIDWINTER EAGLE SURVEY. Thf 
1987 total of 994 Bald Eagles represents the highest estimate of the state's 
wintering population since systematic surveys began. The 1987 figure is 331 
greater than the previous high of 746 birds observed in 1985. Undoubtedly, 
a majority of the increase can be atttributed to the very mild winter we've 
experienced. Most rivers across the state remained ice-free, and ice cover 
on the major reservoirs and lakes was less than usual. As a result, favorable 
foraging conditions were found in several areas that do not accomodate manr 
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eagles in most years. Hopefully, a portion of the increase in wintering eagles 
is a reflection of an increasing breeding population. It is nice to think that 
maybe conservation and restoration efforts are paying off. 

- Greg Wingfield, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

Route 4, Box 36, North Platte, Neb. 69101 

The 1987 count, with figures from 64 sites, is summarized below. {River 
sites are stretches of the river.) 1986 survey results are given at NBR 54:61. 

No. Bald Eagles Golden Eagles Total 

of Adults Im- Un- Adults Im- 



Sites 


matures known 


matures 


North Platte River 

6 

82 

46 

- 

4 

2 

134 

Platte River 

9 

162 

52 

5 

1 

- 

220 

South Platte River 

1 

21 

9 

- 

- 

2 

32 

Republican River 

3 

137 

75 

14 

- 

- 

226 

Middle Loup River 

1 

17 

3 

- 

- 

- 

20 

North Loup River 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Loup River 

1 

49 

12 

- 

- 

- 

61 

Snake River 

1 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Niobrara River 

5 

76 

11 

- 

1 

2 

90 

Missouri River 

4 

128 

33 

1 

- 

- 

162 

Ximball/Cheyenne counties 

3 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

3 

Garden 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Dawes 

3 

- 

2 

- 

3 

- 

5 

Sheridan 

4 

1 

- 

- 

3 

2 

6 

Wood Lake/Valentine NWR 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

Srown Co. 

2 

1 

1 

- 

2 

- 

4 

Holt 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Loup/Wheeler 

2 

3 

- 

- 

2 

- 

5 

Boone/Nance 

2 

2 

1 

- 

3 

- 

6 

Cass 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Clay 

1 

7 

4 

- 

- 

- 

11 

Furnas/Frontier /Red Willow 

4 

5 

2 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Dundy/Chase 

6 

14 

9 

- 

1 

3 

27 

Total 

64 

714 

260 

20 

30 

11 1, 

.035 

FALL 1986 WHOOPING 

CRANE REPORT 

. The 

US Fish 

and Wildlife Serv: 

ice, 

Grand Island, reported the 

following 

confirmed 

Whooping 

Crane 

sightings 

in 


Nebraska for the fall of 1 986: 

14 October, 2 flying over Pressey State Special Use Area, T14N, R21W, 
Sec. 9, 4 mi. northeast of Oconto, Custer Co. 

29 October to 8 November, 2 adults and an immature, T6N, R13W, Sec. 
17 and 20, 7 mi. east of Minden, Kearney Co. 

2 November, 2 flying 4 mi. n. and i e. of Cairo, Howard Co. 

3 November, 2, 3 mi. e. of Rockville, on the Middle Loup River, Sherman 
Co. 

5 November, 3, T8N, R15W, See. 18, 2 mi. e. of Kearney bridge, Platte 
River, Buffalo Co. 

7 November, 3, T8N, R15W, Sec. 19 and 20, 2 mi. s. of 1^80 on Hwy 
44, 2 mi. e. and \ n., Kearney Co. 

NOVEMBER WOODCOCK SIGHTING - HALL COUNTY, NEBRASKA. We 
sighted an American Woodcock (Soolopax minor) on 20 November 1986, on the St. 
Augustine Boy Scout Camp, on the Platte River south of Grand Island. The 

legal description of the site is TIjN, K9W, NEiSEj Sec. 16. The bird was 
observed about 2:00 PM. Weather conditions were clear, sunny, and relatively 
calm, approximately 50° F, 

The lone Woodcock was flushed from riparian woodland immediately adjacent 
to the Platte River. Overstory trees consisted of eastern cottonwood (PopuluS 
deltoides) and eastern red cedar (Junipei^us virginiana). Average height of the 

overstory was 14.2 m, with an average canopy cover of 94.3%. Understory 
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trees and shrubs included downed cottonwood, roughleaf dogwood (Covnus diPua}- 
mondii) and young red cedar, with a mean height of 2.1 m and canopy cover 
of 67.7%. Leaf litter was abundant. Soil was Wann deep fine sandy loam 
(range site, subirrigated; woodland site, moderately wet). These data were 
taken as part of a habitat investigation of riparian woodlands and other cover 
types of the central Platte River floodplain. 

This observation appears especially significant because of the record low 
temperatures experienced in the area during the previous week. The lowest 
offical temperature during that period reached -8° F at Grand Island. 

— Jerry Brabander and Kim Hanson, US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
2604 St. Patrick, Suite 7, Grand Island, Neb. 68S01 

NIOBRARA NOTES. On 6 June 1987 the students of Willie and John 
Lueshen's Norfolk bird class, with their families - a total of 21 - made a field 
trip to Schreier’s River Acres, near Bohemia Prairie, 10 miles from Verdigre, 
Highlights of the trip were; several Tree Swallows, a Cedar Waxwing on a 
nest in a deciduous tree, a Song Sparrow, a Willow Flycatcher building a nest 
of spiderwebs, and two Least Terns on the Niobrara River near a sandbar. 

— Lona Schreier, Box G, Verdigre, Neb. 68781 

SHORT-EARED OWLS IN LANCASTER CO. Five to seven Short-eared Owls 
were observed on 10 January 1986, during a controlled burn on the Jack Sinn 
Memorial WMA, Lancaster Co. Two to five birds were observed on nearly 
a daily basis from early October through the end of November in 1983, 1984, 
and 1985, and seven or eight birds were observed 25 November 1985. The 
observer was in the field five days a week during this time, in each' of the 
three years. One Owl was seen in November 1985 at Wildwood WMA. 

All observatioins were by Game and Parks Commission personnel. 

- Ross Lock, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, 

PO Box 30370, Lincoln, Neb. 68503 

THE FATE OF THE HALSEY POORWILL. I delivered the Common Poorwill 
present at the 1986 Fall Field Day { NBR S4-19) to the Wildlife Rescue Team, Inc., 
in Lincoln 5 October. The bird had been found a week or so earlier, west 
of Grand Island, Hall Co., and turned over to Gary Lingle, who brought it 
to the meeting. Mrs. Diane Chrisman, Bird Team Leader for WRT, who cared 
for the bird after its arrival in Lincoln, believed it to be a young bird, based 
on plumage description. It survived to get to Lincoln because Common PoorwiUs 
go into a torpor when food becomes scarce, and this prevented it from starving. 
It had a possible broken radius and a dislocated shoulder. The broken bone 
was no problem, but the shoulder led to several unexpected complications. 
It is very rare to have Common PoorwiUs in captivity and little is known about 
their requirements. The Poorwill gave WRT people valuable experience in 

dealing with odd birds. WRT made contact with an avian nutritionalist at 
University of California-Davis for future help. The bird ate well and gained' 
weight on its special diet. It was given regular physical therapy sessions 
and was doing well for the most part. It enjoyed dust baths, preening, and 

sitting on a log. But the wing healed improperly, so that it could not be 
released back in the wild. Mrs. Chrisman convinced other members of WRT 
to keep the bird for educational display, and for that it would have to become 
accustomed to people, and the wing would have to be removed to allow proper 
motility on the ground. Before the wing was removed the bird was allowed 

to waddle around the Chrisman home, and it became a favorite pet of Mrs. 
Chrisraan's son. But the Poorwill's cryptic coloring worked all too well on 
the Chrisman's carpet, and the bird was accidently stepped on and killed. 

The bird will be deposited at the Nebraska State Museum. 

- Thomas E. Labedz, 1241 Starview Lane, Lincoln, Neb. 5551 ! 

CLARK'S NUTCRACKER. On the morning of 10 September 1986 Nick 
Lyman and George Nason, both of the North Platte office of the Nebraskn 
Game and Parks Commission, observed a single Clark's Nutcracker in central 
Lincoln Co. The bird was observed by Lyman several more times during the 
following week. All observations were made in the South Beach area of Lake 
Maloney, approximately 6 miles south of North Platte. Characteristics used 
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to identify the bird included the dark wings against the light gray body, 
white wing and tail patches, and the long, heavy bill. Both Lyman and Nason 
have seen Clark's Nutcrackers on several occasions while traveling through 
the western mountain states. 


- Greg Wingfield, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, 

Route 4, Box 3$, North Platte, Neb. 69101 

SAGE TxHRASHER IN SIOUX COUNTY, NEBRASKA. On 18 April 1987 
Larry Roper, Ellen Brogie, and I observed a Sage 
Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus) in Sioux Co., The 
bird was found frequenting a sandstone outcropping 
along the road going into Sowbelly Canyon from 
Harrison. 

The bird exhibited the streaked breast, slight¬ 
ly cured bill, white wing bars , light yellowish 
eye, and white cornered tail characteristic of the 
species. 

We first saw the bird at approximately 8:00 
AM, but observed it in the same area several 
hours later and again in mid-afternoon. Identification 
photos are in possession of the author and others 
have been sent to the Nebraska Records Committee. 

- Mark A. Brogie, Box 316, Creighton, Neb. 68729 




PICTURES SUPPLIED. Recently {NBR 54:41, June 1986) Silcock, Bray, and 

Padelford commented 
on the lack of Nebras¬ 
ka pictures of the 
Cattle Egret and Scis- 
sor-tailed Flycatcher 
(they supplied one of 
it). The Cattle Egret 
picture is supplied by 
Wayne Mollhoff and 
was taken 7 May 1983 
near Albion. The un¬ 
usual Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher picture is 
supplied by Ruth C. 
Green, Bellevue. It 
is one she netted in 
July 1979, just south 
of Fontenelle Forest, 
Sarpy Co. The Mis¬ 
sissippi Kite was 
photographed by Paul 
Kaufman 11 May 1986 
on Old Cheney Road, 
Wilderness Park, 

Lincoln. It was re¬ 
ported in NBR 54:48. 
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A COMMON YELLOWTHROAT SENIOR CITIZEN. On 28 June 1986 I re-nettd 
a male Common Yellowthroat that I had banded as an after hatching year mill 
on 20 June 1981. This bird was at least six years old. 

— Euth C. Green, SOS W. Slst Avenue, Bellevue, Neb. 68IHA 

HAND FEEDING (ALMOST). I stepped out on my patio 14 March 1984 
to refill empty suet feeders. Two Red-breasted Nuthatches, who had beeg 
emptying a plastic feeder on my kitchen window, came flitting around my head, 
I took a piece of suet and held it in my open hand. One of the Nuthatch*! 
lit on my finger. As soon as it was aware that my finger was different 11 
hurried off without pecking the suet. 

— Gladys Johnson, Boe Bill, EFD 1, Box 226, Elkhorn, Nebraska SiOH 

CORRECTION TO 1986 INDEX. The last entry for Whooping Crane il 
the 1986 Index should be 66, not 64. 

THE XX INTERNATIONAL ORNITHOLOGICAL CONGRESS will take plad 
in Christchurch, New Zealand, from 2-9 December 1990. Requests for thl 
First Circular and suggestions regarding Congress organization should be addressed 
to; Dr. Ben D. Bell, Secretary-General, XX International Ornithological Congresi, 
Department of Zoology, Victoria University of Wellington, Private Bag, Wellington,, 
New Zealand. 


1987 FALL FIELD DAY, 4-H CAMP, HALSEY FOREST, 3 AND 4 OCTOBER 
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1987 (SIXTY-SECOND) SPRING OCCURRENCE REPORT 


Two hundred and eighty-eight species are listed in this report, from 
19 locations, compared to 304 from 22 locations in 1986, 296 from 22 in 1985, 
and 293 from 13 in 1984. 

The one-character columns are essentially spot checks (a one or two 
day visit to an area, or maybe two or more such visits) or unusual birds 
reported by visitors to the area. The symbols used are explained in the comments 
for the individual columns, but "a" is in January, and "o" is in June. The 
same symbol does not necessarily mean the same date in different columns, 
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although they will be roughly comparable. The average reader can just take 
the symbol as indicating the species was present. 

The other symbols used are: 

Ja, Fe, Mr, Ap, My, and Je for the months. 

NR for species probably present but for which no records were made. 

P to indicate a species which is present all of the year, although the same 
indiv'iduals may not be present during the whole year, and the numbers may 
vary greatly. 

(P) for probable permanent species for which reports were not spread 
over the whole period. 
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The lack of such indication 
stayed 


- S to indicate the species remained after 30 June, 
does not necessarily mean the species did not remain. 

W - S to indicate a species which arrived before 1 January and 
after 30 June. It is similar to P, but the pattern is not always true. 

W - to indicate a species which was present before 1 January. 

X when the exact date in a month is not provided. 

* to indicate there are comments in the text. 

Y see the Saunders comments. 

The number of species reported, contributors (to the extent known) 
and special comments are: 
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Adams, Hastings, 117 species, Miss Bernice Welch, reporter, Paul Bedell, 
Elsie Helzer, Esther Kennedy, Judy Kestner, Dorothy Marsh. The Brown 
Thrasher was wintering in a small park which has a number of evergreens. 
The first Yellowthroat date was a vocal record only, the first sight record 
was 24 May. 

Boone, unfortunately, is nut included in this report. Mr. Mollhoff was 
too busy with the Bird Atlas project. 

Cass. 9 species, b = at the Wood's feeder in Elmwood from No 10 to 
Ja 8; d = late March, 200± at a feeder at Beaver Lake after a heavy snow; 
j = My 25, the Mockingbird near Murray, the House Finch at Mrs. Wood's 
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feeder in Elmwood; k = Je 6 reports by Rick Wright; n = Je 23 by Gertrude 
Wood (carrying food). 

Cuming, 45 species, e = Ap 7-9, f = late April, h - My 25, I = Je 13-14. 
The Pelicans, a flock of 1001, were seen near West Point by Emma Waterbury; 
the other records were near West Point, by Larry Einemann. 

Dakota, South Sioux City, 181 species, Bill Huser, reporter, Jerry Probst, 
Randall Williams. The Moorhens (two) were seen at Crystal Cove marsh. 
They noted the yellow-tipped red bill, with culmen extending onto forehead 
as a frontal plate, greenish-yellow legs, white diagonal line on its flank. 
Photograph on page 55 by Randall D, Williams. 
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Dawes, Crawfurd, 44 spe¬ 
cies, Jitn Min yard, reporter. 

Dawson, see Red Willow. 

Douglas (and Sarpy), 
Omaha and Bellevue, 200 species, 
Tanya Bray, R. G. Cortelyou, 
Ruth C. Green, Babs and Loren 
Padelford, reporters, Duane 
Bright, Graham Chisholm, Marc 
Lund, Alice Rushton, B, J, Rose, 



™ rv) LC oa r- O' 

^ rv. ^ 

S 2 < S < < 

CO 00 so m oc 




2SS<2 2 222 








56 


Nebraska Bird Review 


Jerry Toll, lone Werthman, Rick Wright. A blue phase Snow Goose sat on 

an empty nest in the Forest this spring. A Lesser Scaup was seen Ja 1 on 

Boys' Town lake. A buteo seen Mr 13, too far away for identification, was 

presumed to be a Rough-legged because it was hovering for a long time. 

The House Finches, two pairs, were at the Dick Siler's feeder, and a small 
flock of Red Crossbill's were at the Dick Low's feeder early this year. 

Frontier, see Red Willow. 

Hall, see Howard. 

Hamilton, see Polk. 

Howard (and Hall), St. Libory and Grand Island, 132 species. Bill Schleicher, 
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reporter, Paul Bedell, Bill Lemburg, Gary Lingie, Ray Kugek. Clara McCann, 
Pat Scoggins, Helen Seim, Jack Zlonke. The Spotted Sandpiper nested in 
the Lemburg's garden, north of Cairo. He found the nest with one egg in 
it 21 May. There were two 29 May, and four 1 June. One egg was pipped 
21 June, but hatching was slow. He did not want to bother her, but he believes 
that she left the nest 24 June with two chicks. One egg didn't hatch, and 
there was one dead chick in the nest. In late June Alice Kenitz heard what 
she thought was a Sedge Wren at the Cheyenne Wayside Area, near Wood River. 

Lancaster, Lincoln, 166 species, Larry Eineraann, Thomas E. Labedz, 
Paul and Karla Kaufman, Mabel B. Ott, reporters. 
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Lincoln, North Platte, 81 species, Mrs. A. B. Gunlicks, reporter, Ella 
Nielsen. 

McPherson, Tryon, 19 species, Mrs. Ouna S. Bassett, reporter. Mrs. 
Bassett came back from Arizona in May and now does most of her binding 
around the house. 

Pierce, Creighton, 161 species, Mark Brogie, reporter, Ed M. Brogie, 
Ellen Brogie, Larry Roper, David and Lois Stage. The female Hooded Merganser 
was on a small pond in a sandhill-type area in the west part of the county, 
in company with a male Pintail. Neither was there a week or so later. 

Polk, (and adjacent parts of Hamilton and York), Polk, 142 species, 
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Norris Alfred, reporter, Swede Lind, Lee Morris and Mr. and Mrs. Tom Morris, 
Joan McNaught, Charles and Jay Otte. Lee Morris commented that the Kite 
was earlier than usual; they usually see them in July or August. The geese 
and Mallards were also W - Ja 1 1 . . A Wood Duck was seen Je 28. A bird 
seen Ja 11 probably was a Cooper's Hawk. Killdeer, Avocet, and Willet were 
seen up to a week earlier by others. A road-killed Screech-Owl was the reddest 
Screech-Owl Mr. Alfred had ever seen. An early Red-headed Woodpecker 
was seen Fe 21. The dates shown are the only ones recorded for the Towhee 
and White-throated Sparrow, 

Red Willow (and Dawson and Frontier), 70 species, h = My 23, i = My 
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24, and j = My 25, reported by Babs and Loren Padelford. 

Sarpy, see Douglas. 

Saunders, Morse Bluff, 114 species , Rev. Thomas A. Hoffman, reporter, 
Y = observations in a bird atlas area around Yutan by R. G. Cortelyou and 
Alice Rushton, who also saw Red-wings there Ja 1. Fr. Hoffman commented: 
The low number of sparrows and finches continued from the winter into the 
spring. I observed single Goldfinches twice in February; otherwise I saw 
none until April 4. The absence of migrant White-throated Sparrows is unprece¬ 
dented. I thought the sightings of Olive-sided Flycatcher nd White-rumped 
Sandpipers in June rather unusual; certainly they are firsts for me at Morse 
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Bluff. The Turkeys, for the first time as far as I can discover, were not 
newly released birds, but survivors from releases of previous years or progeny 
of those earlier releases. The woods rang with courting gobblers during April 
and May. 

Scotts Bluff, Gering, 143 species, Mrs. Alice Kenitz, reporter, Joyce 
Brashear, Lydia Bolz, Felix Koenig, Lucy Koenig, Nora Mae Vance. Mrs. 
Kenitz commented; The White-faced Ibis were seen by David Hughson just 
north of Mitchell. The exciting thing about this sighting is that there were 
38-40 birds - the most anyone can remember seeing in this area. Exact dates 
for the first sightings of Cinnamon Teal, Killdeer, and Loggerhead Shrike 
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are not certain. An injured Common Crackle was hopping around Joyce Brashear's 
yard until early January - the March 23 date is when we first saw the Crackles 
arriving from the south. Rod Smith had several female Purple Finches in 
his yard just west of Scottsbluff for two days in January, then Jamalee Clark 
had one in her yard on April 23. 

Seward, see York. 

Sioux, Mitchell, 130 species, Helen and David Hughson, reporters. On 
My 17 Dr. Diana Turnback .observed a begging Clark's Nutcracker in Sowbelly 
Canyon. This is the first recorded indication of breeding in Nebraska. 

Thomas, Halsey National Forest, 57 species, Ruth C. Green and Ray 
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Korpi, reporters h = My 15. 

Washington, 114 + 5 Iowa speciesCsee g), a = Ja 5, c = Fe 22, d^= Mr 

14 (all from DeSoto NWR items in the Field Reports in iMa Bird Life, g = My 2, 

from the Spring Bird count at DeSoto. ^ indicates birds recorded only in 
Iowa segments of the count, but those segments included part of the lake. 
(The count also included two coyotes, a raccoon, and a woodchuck.) o = Je 
29, a breeding bird survey made by Ruth Green. 

York (and Seward) (and also see Polk), Babs and Loren Padelford, 
reporters, Joe Gubanyi, B. J. Rose. b = Ja 26, c = Ja 31 , d = Mr 5, e = 

Ap 4, f = Ap 5, g = Ap 10, h = Ap 17, i = My 25, k = Je 21, 1 = Je 26. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Lite Histories of North American Diving Birds. A. C. Bent. xiv + 

240 + 55 pp. ot photographs. 5.375 x 8.5, Dover Publications, Inc. New 

York, paper, $6.95 

Lite Histories of North American Gulls and Terns. A. C. Bent. x 

+ 338 + 93 pages ot photographs, 5.375 x 8.5 Dover Publications, Inc. New 
York, paper $8.95 

Dover has reprinted their original reprints oi these books in the Bent 
series with no changes , 
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Wild Animals I Have Known. Ernest Thompson Seaton. xxvi + 356, 5 

X 7.75Penguin Books, New York, paper, $7.95. 

If this sounds familiar, it is. It was first published in 1898, and is 
now reissued as a part of the Penguin Nature Library, The author says; 
"Although I have left the strict line of historical truth in many places, the 
animals in this book were all real characters." The author also is apt to attribute 
human thoughts and feelings to his characters, a point that brought objections 
from Burroughs, as Noel Perrin relates in his introduction. But if read 
as stories, not as natural history, they are interesting. 
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Songs of the North. Sigurd Olson. xx + 168 pp. , 5 x 7.76, Penguin 

Books, New York, paper, $7.95. 

Howard Frank Mosher says in his introduction that these twenty selections 
from Olson's writings fall in three overlapping categories: autobiographical, 
why he decided to teach, guide, and write; adventurous, his canoeing ventures 
into the Quetico-Superior Wilderness Area (and beyond) when it was wilderness; 
and interpretative, based on northern phenomena. For those who don't know 
Olson's works, a chance to sample them; for those who do (but don't hav^e 
then immediately available) a chance to have a sample available; and for all, 
good reading. 
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The Mammals of Britain and Europe. Anders Bjarvall 
and Staffan Ullstrom. 240 pp., 7.5 x 10, bibliography, index. 
Penguin Books, New York, cloth, $39.95. 

This book covers the animals (including wallabies, which 
have established feral colonies in England, bats, seals, walrus, 
dolphins, porpoise, and whales). Range maps are provided 
for all but the whales. Paintings, sometimes several, of all 
but the least common animals, and in the text measurements, 
identification features, distribution, choice of habitat and food, 
reproduction, and other information, such as history of distribution 
over time. An interesting book to read and to look at, even 
for non-Europeans. British nomenclature is used; Red Deer 
for Elk, and Elk for Moose. 

The Mute Swan. Mike Birkhcad and Christopher Perrine, 
xiv + 158 pp., 6.5 X 9.5, photographs, line drawings, bibliography, 
index. Penguin Books, New York, cloth. $36.95. 

The contents cover range and habitat, history and customs. 
Swan numbers, life-history studies; territories, breeding and 
life cycle; food and feeding, causes of mortality, and the future. 
There are Mute Swans in Europe, in Ireland, and feral flocks 
in North America, but the focus of this book is on England, 
with Scottish data frequently used. There doesn't seem to 
be much interchange between the Swans in Britain and the 
Continent. The section on swan keeping, with quotations from 
old regulations, should be of interest to antiquarians as well 
as birders. (Swan keeping lost its importance as turkeys and 
geese proved easier to raise for the table.) The natural history 
data for the birds probably is generally true for non-British 
birds, though less so for the actuarial figures. Lead poisoning 
is not serious in Scotland; it is very serious in England, where 
lead poisoning accounts for around 50% of the deaths of "ringed" 
birds. This is not so much from shot as from fishermen's 
lead weights, discarded and picked up by the birds as grit. 
At the time of publication the authors felt that satisfactory 
non-poisonous substitutes for the weights had been developed 
and would soon be in use. 

The Birds of Israel. Lzi Paz, viii + 264 pp., 7.5 x 
10, 60 color photographs by Yossi Eshbol, 29 drawings, bibliogra¬ 
phy, index, map of Israel in end papers. Penguin Books, 
New York, cloth, $26.95. 

This book covers 91 resident species, 33 summer residents 
and breeders, 121 passage migrants (39 of which breed in small 
numbers), 94 wintering species, and 127 accidentals (some with 
only 1 record), and 1 extinct, a total of 467. For each of 
these there is a description and a!i indication of its abundance. 
For other than rare accidentals there may be any or all of 
the following: a description of the species' range, both summer 
and winter, breeding biology, diet, information of the variation 
in numbers in the past 40 or so years, approximate dates 
of appearance and disappearance for non-resident species, and 
if ringed birds have been recovered, an account of where birds 
ringed in Israel have been recovered, and where birds recovered 
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in Israel have been ringed. Measurements are given in metric figures, but 
there is a table (p. 10) for conversion between metric and English units. 

Before the individual accounts there is a generalized discussion of the order, 
of the family, and of the genus (if it includes more than one species). Sub-species 
names are given in most cases. In addition to some generalized remarks on 
birds and men at the first of the book, there is a list of birdwatching sites 
in Israel, drawn up primarily for West European (and so also American) birdwatchers. 
A surprising number of the non-resident birds come from behind the Iron 
Curtain, and birdwatchers interested in them may decide that it would be 
more comfortable watching for them in Israel than on their summer ranges. 
In the discussion of variations in populations over the years reference is often 
made to specific factors, such as the draining of the Hula marshes, use of 
pesticides, spread of agriculture and of fish ponds, which have been influential, 
sometimes increasing one species while it decreased another. Only 22 of the 
species were not illustrated in an 8-year old European guide, and four of 
them probably were subspecies changed to species after the guide was printed, 
and seven of the others were recorded only once. 

A Field Guide to Seabirds of the World. Peter Harrison. 318 pp., 
5.25 X 8.5, 741 color photographs, about J 55 line drawings, range maps, bibliogra¬ 
phy, index. Penguin Books, New York, paper, $24.95. 

This is, as the title indicates, the pocket guide version (60,000 words) 
of the author's 220,000-word Seabirds: An Identification Guide, and includes the 
re-discovered Fiji (Macgillivray's) Pe.trel, and the new Amsterdam Albatross. 
The book starts with a summary review of various orders of seabirds, and 
their general characteristics, then all of the photographs, then the informaton 
on the individual species. This includes description, habits, distribution, 
similar species, and a range map. Since most of the maps cover the world, 
with its seasons varying by hemisphere, only one color is used, but on some 

widely-ranging species the numbers of the months in which it may be found 
in an area are shown. The page number for the photographs is given, and 
for the drawings, if applicable. The drawings are for the tubenose identification 
keys. In contrast to the photographs, these have a marker pointing out the 
significant marks, with comments. For anyone who wants to identify birds 
on the open sea a book like this would be essential. For birds which frequent 
the land, or are close offshore the regular field guides probably are adequate. 
The word "iizz" is frequently used - the characteristics that identify the bird 
(see "AH That Jr^z" , TIME 129:72 ff., 25 May 1987, or p. 21 of Birding Around 
the ^orld (below). 

Birding Around the World A Guide to Observing Birds Everywhere 
You Travel. Aileen R. Lotz.xiv + 266 pp. 6 x 9.25, basic glossary, basic 

bibliography, index, Dodd, Mead & Gompany, New York, paper, $10.95. 

A "how to" t.ype of book - equipment, definitions (including "jizz", see 
Seabirds, above), methods, whatever. Much of it you know, but in that case 
it can serve as a reminder, even for a trip in the States, and certainly for 

a longer trip. How to get guides for a new area, how to get there (on your 

own or in a group). And reports of trips to various parts of the world which 
give one an idea of what conditions to expect, as well as what birds that might 
be seen. As a reminder of what to take or not to take, of how to or how 
not to make arrangements, of whether the conditions you may find will or 
will not be acceptable to you, and the like., it w'ould be hard for the book 
to fail to be worth its cost or more. One caution, all items on page 22 are 
indexed as page 21. So if you don't find it on page 21, look on page 22. 

A NEBRASKA SPEGIMEN REGORD OF GLARK'S GREBE, 

AECHMOPEORUS CLARKII (LAWRENGE). 

Abstract 

Clark's Grebe, forerly known as light-phase Western Grebe, (Acchmophorus 
occidentalis alarkii), was elevated to full species status (A. clarkii) in 1985 
(American Ornithologists' Union (AOU) 1983, 1985). This paper presents the 

first recorded occurrence in Nebraska of Clark's Grebe and is documented 
with a specimen. Identification of Clark's Grebe in the field is discussed. 



Nebraska Bird Revdew 


69 


and a comparison is made of the Nebraska specimen with specimens reported 
in recent literature. 


The Nebraska Specimen 

On 11 June 1986 Tim M. Bergin, a student at the Univ'ersity of Nebraska- 
Lincoln (L’NL), found a dead grebe (Figs. 1 and 3) along the shore of Lake 
Ogallala, near Cedar 
Poitit Biological Station 
(CPBS), operated by 
UNL. This locality is 
in Section 2, T14N, 

R38W, Keith Co., 

Nebraska. The bird 
was in excellent condi¬ 
tion and not long dead, 
and was given at CPBS 
to Dr. Paul A. Johns- 
gard ol UNL, who 
recognized it as a 
Clark's Grebe and as 
an important specimen 
record. Dr. Juhnsgard 
froze the specimen and 
later delivered it to the Fig, 1 Photogn^aph of the head of the fivst Clark's 

author at the University Grebe reported in Nebraska. Speciman is UNSM 2M~1£749. 

of Nebraska State Photo by the author. 

Museum (UNSM). 

On 31 July 1986 the author prepared the specimen as a modified standard 
study skin and partial skeleton, labeled UNSM ZM-15749 The following details 
were recorded during the preparation of this specimen: Tup of bill olive-green, 
remainder yellow, yellow-green on the distal half, reddish-orange at base of 
bill extending to and around the eye on bare skin. Bare area on breast. 
Weight = 720.6 grams; total length = 624 mm; tail length = 31 mm; wing span 
= 843 mm; wing chord 
= 192 mm; culmen length 
= 73,8 mm; depth of 
bill = 12.9 mm. Left 




testis = 13 X 5 mm; 
right testis = 10 x 4 
mm. Sternum protrud¬ 
ing, no excess fat; 
stomach full and tightly 
compacted with white 
feathers. Axial skelton 
preserved with the 
exception of the ante¬ 
rior portioji of the skull 
and the pygostyle. 
Both femora, humeri, 
and radii, along with 
the proximal end of the 
right tibiotarsus and 
the entire left foot. 



Fig. 2. Photograph of the head of a study skin of 
a Western Grebe from Nebraska. Specimen is UNSM ZM~ 14365. 
Photo by the author. 


were preserved in a 

skeletal preparation. The ulnae and distal wing bones remained with the skin. 

Prior to the preparation photographs were taken of the specimen's head 
and outstretched wing (Figs. I and 3). A photograph (Fig. 2) was also taken 
of the head of a Western Grebe study skin (UNSM ZM-14365). The Western 
Grebe specimen was found dead in the summer of 1982, also near CPBS. A 
drawing of the wing of this Western Grebe (Fig. 4) was done to illustrate 
the potential difference in wing coloration of the two species. 

Size of the testes and presence of a bare area on the breast (both sexes 
have incubation patches in Aechrnophorus grebes [Palmer 1962]) indicate that this 
male Clark's Grebe was prepared to breed.. The feathers in the stomach of 








70 


Nebraska Bird Review 


this specimen may have, come from its breast and/or flanks. While it is known 
that grebes ingest feathers (Lawrence 1950, Storer 1969), perhaps to act as 
strainers or to protect the lining in the gizzard a.nd stomach, it is unknown 
if Aeohmophorus grebes cast pellets of undige.sted food (Palmer 1962) as do 
other grebe Species (Storer 1969). The lack of body fat and the protruding 
sternum could indicate that this bird w'as not eating before its death and that 
the leathers in the stomach may have been the cause of this. The actual 
cause of death cannot 
be determined. 

Identification of 
Clark's Grebe 

Clark's Grebe was 
originally described as 
a separate species by 
G. N. Lawrence ( (iw 
Baird 1858) before be¬ 
ing included as a vari¬ 
ant of Western Grebe 
(AOL 1886). It was 
not until recently 
(Dickerman 1963) that 
comparative examination 
of the variants began 
in earnest. This exam¬ 
ination resulted in the 
discovery of assertive Fig, 3, Photograph of the wing of the first Clark's 
mating a’ld reproductive Grebe reported from Nebraska. Specimen is UNSM ZM-15749. 
isolation of the two color Photo by the author. 
morphs (Ratti 1979, 

1979, Nuechterlein 1981). Plumage and morphological characteristics hav^e also 
been examined (Storer and Neuchterlein 1985). The end result of this research 
was the listing ol light-phase Western Grebes as a separate species, Clark's 
Grebe (.AOU 1985). 

The recent elevation of light-phase Western Grebes to full species status 
has prompted the addition of this species to state lists as Clark's Grebe are 
identified (S. Dinsmore 1986). The opportunity to find a Clark's Grebe in 
Nebraska is quite good 
if all Western-type 
Grebes are observed 
care tally . An example 
is the Clark's Grebe 
seen 16-17 May 1987 on 
Merritt Reservoir, 

Cherry Co., among a 
flock ot Western Grebes 
(NOU 1987). 

Many authors 

have described the dif¬ 
ferences between 

Clark's and Western 
Grebes (Storer 1965; 

Ratti 1979, 1981 ; Ratti 
et al. 1983, J. J. Dins¬ 
more 1.986, .Storer and 
Nuechterlein 1985, 

Dickerman 1963, 1973). Drawing of the wing of a Western Grebe. 

Clark's Grebe is readily Drawing is based on specimen UN3M ZM-14365. Drawing 
separable from the E. Marcus on. 

Western Grebe in the 

field during breeding season by the black hood terminating above the eye 
and with white lores (Fig. 1). The Western Grebe has the black hood terminating 
below the eye and the lores are black (Fig. 2). Storer and Nuechterlein (1985) 
found almost no overlap in this facial characteristic during the breeding season 
among the specimetis they examined in western North America. However, a 
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tendency of overlap in facial characteristics is expressed in winter and immature 
specimens (Storer and Nuechterlein 1985). 

Another characteristic which can be used to separate Clark's from Western 
Grebes in the field is bill color. The color, which does not change with 
season (Storer and Nuechterlein 1985), is dull yellowish-green in the Western 
Grebe and in the Clark's Grebe is a bright orange-yellow, with a narrow dark 
strip along the top of the bill. Individuals with intermediate bill color were 
rare and usually were immature birds (Storer and Nuechterleiii 1 985). Flank 
color tends to appear lighter in Clark's Grebe, but may be difficult to see 
(Ratti 1981) and probably should be used to pick out Western-type Grebes 
to examine more closely (J. J. Dinsmore 1986). Wing coloration is another 
possible separation ot the two species (Figs. 2 and 4), but complete overlap 
in this characteristic was found by Storer and Nuechterlein (1985). They 
did find a tendency for Clark's Grebes to have more white in the wing, while 
Western Grebes had less. Storer and Nuechterlei!! (1 985) also found that 
dark juveniles tended to have more and light juveniles loss white in the wings 
than adults. Wing coloration probably should be used only in addition to 
the head pattern and bill color. Storer ( 1 965), studying Western-type Grebes, 
described light-phase (Clark's Grebe) as usually having a single-note call, 
while dark-phase (Western Grebes) usually had a two-note call. 

Comparison to Other Specimens 

Preparation of UNSM ZM-1 5749 was done in such a way as to allow comparison 
to other specimens recorded in the literature. Comparisons hereafter are with 
specimens of dark- and light-phase of Western Grebes described in Storer 
and Nuechterlein (1 985). External measurements recorded before preparation 
are very similar to those ot light-phase Western Grebes from the Clear Lake 
(northern) population used in their study. Western-type Grebes appear to 
increase in size in a clinal fashion from south to north, and the proportion 
of the population being light-phase decreases iii a similar directions (Storer 
and Neuchterlein 1 985). Thus, most of the Western-type Grebes in Nebraska 
would be larger than those of Mexico and contain far fewer light-phase or 
Clark's Grebes in the population. 

Specimens by Storer and Nuecherterlein were prepared as flat skins and 
complete skeletons of at least one side of the bird. Measurements were made 

on the unprepared carcass and the prepared skeleton. The skeletal measurements 

described in Storer and Nuecherterlein were also recorded from ZM-15749, except 
those for the bill and ulna. This was unfortunate because the ulna was the 

only skeletal measurement to differ significantly in their study. As expected 
then, the measurements ot the Nebraska bird were sometimes Tiearer the measure¬ 
ments of dark-phase birds. It should be pointed out that an error in the 

calculation of standard deviation was discovered in the digit I/tibiotarsus ratio 
in Table 4 of the paper by Storer and Nuechterlein (1985). 

Further Study 

It is now documented that Clark's Grebe occurs in Nebraska, but it 
is unknown how common or uncommon the species might be. It is equally 
unknown if the species does indeed breed in Nebraska. As pointed cjut abo\'e, 
the possibility of Clark's Grebe breeding in Nebraska is quite good. Nearly 
all of the studies dealing with Western-type Grebes were performed west of 
the Rocky Mountains. Little is known about what proportion of the population 
of Western-type Grebes in the Great Plains are Clark's Grebes. It is unknown 
if assorted mating occurs or if the species are ecologically separatee! here. 
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-. and G. L, Nuechterlein. 1 985. An analysis of plumage an ^ morphological 

characters of the two color forms of the Western Grebe ( Aeohmophorus). Auk 
102:102-119. 

- Thomas E. Labedz, Univ. Nebr. State Museum, 

W436 Nebr. Hall, Lincoln, Neb. 68588-0514 

(Two books reviewed in this issue have comments of interest in connection 
with this article. The Birds of Israel says (p. 14) of grebes in general; "They 

also swallow feathers, a peculiar habit the significance of which is unclear." 
And of the Great Crested (which is similar in size and build to our Western) 
Grebe: "Large quantities of feathers are also commonly found in its stomach." 
The Mute Swan says (p. 1.29); "The most obvious signs internally of lead poisoning 
arc often an oesophagus (gullet) packed with food: fhe lead inhibits the usual 
rhythmic muscular contractions that propel food through the gut."- Editor ) 

NOTES 

FUNK LAGOON. We were at the Funk Lagoon 2 July 1987, toward dusk. 
The water level has raised about three feet since last spring, closing some 
of the access roads and promoting extensive cattail growth. We saw two Yellow- 
crowned Night-Herons (the first I've seen in this area), five American Bitterns, 
two Great Egrets, thirty Great Blue Herons, five Double-crested Cormorants, 
numerous Coots (adult and voung). Blue-winged Teal, Yellow-headed and Red¬ 
winged Blackbirds, Killdeer, a flock of Short-billed Dowitchers, and several 
unidentified shore birds. 

- George W. Brown, mS 12th Avenue, Kearney, Neb. 68847 

WOOD DUCK CARRYING EGG. On 24 April, 1987, Gail Roebuck was 
hiking along the north Stream Trail in Fontenelle Forest and heard Wood Duck 
calls. She"^ looked up to see the female carrying something in her bill. The 
Duck dropped the object along the edge (jf the trail, and Gail went over to 
investigate. The 20-foot fall hadn't even broken the egg Gail found. The 
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literature mentions Wood Ducks carrying young in this mannere, but I have 
tound nothing about their carrying eggs. 

— Ruth C. Green, 506 W. 31st Avenue, Bellevue, Neb. 68005 

(From her "Notes on Nature" column in A Bird's Eye View XIV, (6), 9.) 

MORE ON THE DESOTO EIDERS. The summer 1987 issue of loWa Bird Life 
(57:88) has about a page and a half of comments, four photographs, and four 
drawings of the eiders seen at DeSoto last winter {NBS 5“:10 and 81). The Iowa 
records committee accepted them both as King Eiders; the Nebraska committee 
accepted one as a King Eider; the other was not submitted to the committee. 
For those who want more information on the case, here it is. There are also 
five more pages on other Iowa eiders. 

SWAINSON"S HAWKS. On 28 September 1986 we were traveling east 
on a gravel road 3 miles, south and 2 miles west of Coleridge, Cedar Co. 
In a 28 minute period from 4:48 to 5:14 PM we observed a total of 166 Swainson's 
Hawks flying out ot the north-northwest into the south-southeast. We continued 
to watch at this location until 5:35, but no additional Hawks were seen. At 
5:45 a Wayne, Nebraska, radio stati<jn reported that the winds were out of 
the north-northwest at 10 to 15 mph. The sky was partly cloudy, with thunderclouds 
building up to the east of our observation site. 

— Dave and Lois Stage, Box 354, Laurel, Neb. 68745 

(The reports in the news about the crash of a B-1 bomber which had 
been flying low-level runs near La Junta, Colorado, suggested that the cause 
of the crash was a bird-strike with Swainson's Hawks. This was speculation; 

it did not come from the Air Force (as of 5 October).—- Editor } 

PRAIRIE GROUSE. Over the weekend of 11 and 12 April 1 987 Bill Huser, 
Jerry Probst, and I traveled to Center, Nebraska, to observe Sfiarp-tailed 
Grouse (Tympanuohus phasianellus ) and Greater Prairie-Chickens ( f>jh‘panuGhu8 cu- 
pido) which were reported to be in the area. 

We found the grouse lek on a privately owned , heavily grazed mesic 
prairie. It was on top of a small rise with a good view, in three directions, 

of the rolling hills ol the surrounding area. The crest of the rise leveled 

and continued north into non-grazed mesic prairie to merge with hills of slightly 
higher elevation. The center of the lek was about 30 yards trorn a barbed 
wire fence which separated the non-grazed from the grazed prairie. Two 
Grouse were flushed from the non-grazed prairie late Saturday afternoon, while 
we were looking for 
the lek. 

Our suspicions 
that we had found the 
lek were confirmed 
when we returned to 
the area. From a 
distance, as we looked 
into the setting sun, 
we spotted what ap¬ 
peared to be mobile 
cow pies. As we ap¬ 
proached the lek in 
our vehicle we could 
tell they were Sharp¬ 
tailed Grouse as they 
vanished into the 
non-grazed prairie 
and the twilight. 

Only a tew feathers were left behind as a sig’i of their activities. 

We returned to the lek early S\inday rnui-ning. Sunrise was about 6:50 
AM. We arrived at 6:20 AM, One bird, a male, was ready a!id waiting. 
We quietly watched as more birds gathered. A total of five male Sharp-tailed 
Grouse danced on the lek. One local rancher later told us that eight males 
were present last year. There were at least four female Crouse at the lek. 
There may have been more than four female birds, since we could not keep 
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track of all of their movements The female Grouse appeared much more cautious 
than the males, so the presence of our vehicle may have inhibited more females 
from gathering at the lek. 

We remained at the lek until about 8:00 AM. From about 7:30 until 
our departure the birds seemed to lose interest in dancing. Two of the males 
continued to stare at each other from a very close distance, while two others 
began to feed. We lost track of the fifth male. 

From that lek w'e drove to where wc thought the Greater Prairie-Chickens 
were gathered in their lek. We looked for this area, with no success, on 
Saturday evening. This was due, in part, to a lack of information from the 

local ranchers. The people we questioned had heard of the existence of the 
lek, but no one knew its exact location. On Sunday morning we searched 
the same area from the previous evening. We split in order to cover a larger 
area and Bill Huser did hear some booming and flushed two Prairie-Chickens. 

He watched as one returned to the area from where the booming originated. 

When we reunited to compare notes. Bill led us to where he had flushed the 

Prairie-Chickens. As we approached, the three of us flushed a Prairie-Chicken 
from the same location. This was the only sighting Jerry and I had of a Greater 
Prairie-Chicken. This lek was also on privately owned, heavily grazed mesic 
prairie. 

In our travels to and from Center, and around the town and area in 
search ut the leks, we also recorded the following notable birds: Say's Phoebe, 
many Wild Turkeys, and Sandhill Cranes in flight. Altogether it was an excellent 
trip and one we wish to try again. 

- Randall D. Williams, 2?S0So, Cornelia, Sioux City, Iowa 51106 

WHOOPING CRANE REPORT. The Fish and Wildlife Service office in 
Grand Island has released the record of Whooping Crane sightings in Nebraska 
in the spring of 1987. They are: 

An immature 17 March to 19 April in the Lowell area, Kearney and Buffalo 
counties. 

Two adults 4 to 8 April, 6 miles southwest of Holdrege, Phelps Co., 
Atlanta WPA. 

Two adults and an immature, 9 to 17 April, Wheeler Co., 2 miles east 
and 1.25 miles south of the junction of N 70 and US 281. 

Three adults 11 April, Custer Co., 2 miles east, 1 miles north of Gates. 

Two adults, 13 to 16 April, Adams Co., 6 miles south, 2 miles west 

M' Doniphan, T8N , RlOW, SI 1 , NWi. 

Two adults and one immature. Hall and Adams counties, 5 miles south, 
3 miles west (h Doniphan. 

Two adults, 16 April, Mormon Island, Hall Co., TION, RlOW, S34. 

Four adults, 20 to 22 April, Sioux Co., 32.5 miles west, 1 mile north 
of Alliance. 

Four adults, 20 to 28 April, Phelps Co., 2,5 miles south, .5 mile west 

of Elm Creek Platte River bridge. 

Four adults, 29 April, Blaine co., 4 miles east of Halsey, Middle Loup 

River. 

Grus Americana, published by the Whooping Crane Conservation Association, 
reported in Volume 26, Number 3, September 1987, "May surveys in Canada's 
Wood Buffalo National Park accounted tor 30 Whooping Crane nests. On May 

21, one egg was removed from each of 24 nests for transfer of 12 to Grays 
Lake National Wildlite Retuge, Idaho, and 12 to the Patuxet Wildlife Research 

Center in Maryland. T W'O ot the nests discovered had been destroyed by 
predators, so as an experiment, an egg from a 25th nest was placed in a nest 
where the eggs had been destroyed. The birds returned to the nest and 
accepted the transferred egg. Twenty-nine active nests containing a total 
of 32 eggs then remained. June surveys indicated at least 27 chicks including 
one seen with the pair which had been given an egg from another nest. Two 
late nests, established by new pairs, were discovered in June making a total 
of 32 nests this year. Water conditions are good in the Park and Canadian 
wildlife officials are optimistic this might be another good production year 
comparable to the 21 chicks fledged in 1 986." 
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WINTERING KILLDEER. On 17 January 1987 John Manning and I saw 
a hardy, healthy Killdeer in a pasture that had a spring-fed pond and open 
water, 

— Duane Wolff, Rt. 4, Box 197, Norfolk, Neh. 68701 

CRESCENT LAKE NESTING RECORDS. The first known production of 

White-faced Ibis on Crescent Lake NWR was recorded in 1987 with not one, 

but two successful nests discovered on Smith Lake. Refuge personnel documented 
and photographed a total of sev'en young, Fiv’e young were noted beyond 

flight stage by mid-August. 

Reacting to a pair of "broodish" Black-necked Stilts near Upper Harrison 
Lake on 10 July, Refuge personnel located and photographed one young, flightless 
Stilt hidden along the lake shore. The first known nesting Black-necked 
Stilts in Nebraska were documented on the Refuge in 1985 { NBR 53:72). 

Three Trumpeter Swans spent the spring/summer months on a private 

lake adjoining the Refuge. Our personnel kept watch over them, but nesting 
did not occur. We are hoping that the birds imprinted on the area and will 
return to nest next year. 

Two pairs of Barn-Owls produced an estimated seven young in man-made 
nest boxes. We intend to construct additional boxes this winter for placement 
prior to next year's breeding season. 

A noteworthy 3,000+ ducks and geese, the highest number in 13 years, 
were produced during 1987 on Crescent Lake NWR. 

- Royce R. Huber, Refuge Manager, EC 69, Box 21, Ellsworth, Neb. 69340 

BLAIR BACKYARD BIRDING. On 22 August 1987 ,My father spotted 
a Ruby-throated Hummingbird in our backyard, and soon after that I saw 
two Wilson's Warblers. Later on I saw another warbler, bluish-gray above 
and yellow below, prominent eye-ring, a hint of a band across the breast, 
and yellow feet, so I decided it was a Canada Warbler. And later the same 
day I saw about twenty Empidonax flycatchers and four more Wilson's Warblers. 
And a week later we had a small warbler in our bird bath. The bird had 
very prominent wingbars, yellow below, light brown above, and when it flew 
it had white on the outside and around the tail like a Vesper Sparrow. We 
figured it to be a Pine Warbler. 

- Joel Jorgensen, 1218 Jackson St., Blair, Neb. 68008 

BJ-UEBIRD NEST BOXES. In 1985, Boy Scout Troop 18 of Gering made 

150 bluebird nesting boxes as a conserv'ation project and in honor of scouting's 
75th anniversary. In the early spring the Boy Scouts, along with members 
of the Wildcat Audubon Society, . placed 115 of these nesting boxes in the Wildcat 
Hills south of Gering as a Mountain Bluebird trail. 

For a number of years previously Mountain Bluebirds had been observed 
nesting in a gate made of iron pipe. This gate is about on the Scotts Bluff-Banner 
County line and is across the old highway 71 . The Wildcat Hills Game Preserve 
is along the west side of this old highway, so there is a high buffalo-proof 

fence on that side of the road. The east side of the road is pasture that 

is privately owned. The ends of the pipe gate were plugged in 1986 and 
the bluebird boxes were placed on the fence of the Game Preserve near this 
gate and then going south and north to the junctions of this road and the 
present highway 71 . Fourteen boxes were placed on a cross fence going directly 
east of the pipe gate. Another 17 boxes were placed on the fence separating 
the Game Preserv'e and the Wildcat Hills Recreation Area to the north of it. 

Because of sev'eral factors it was impossible to monitor the boxes regularly 
during the 1986 nesting season but they were all cleaned in the winter. Five 
of the boxes were used by bluebirds. A big surprise and delight was that 
Eastern Bluebirds successfully nested in at least one of these houses. One 
of the boxes had an unhatched Mountain Bluebird egg in it. In early July 
several Chickadees were observed as they were harassing a Mountain Bluebird 
at this box. Because of the presence of the two bluebird species we are unsure 
as to just which species used the other three boxes. All five of the Bluebird-used 
boxes were along the top of the hills where the only trees are ponderosa pine. 
Three Were along the old highway on the Game Preserve fence - this includes 
the two previously described nests. The other two were on the fence going 
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east of the pipe gate. 

Of the remainder of the boxes, 29 were used by Wrens in some fashion, 
three had only a few sticks, which could have also been Wren usage, and 
one had apparently been removed by vandals. Some of the boxes used by 
the Wrens were in the same habitat as the boxes used by Bluebirds but others 

were in the brushy canyon areas on either side of the hills. Because of the 

location and habitat we were not bothered by House Sparrows or European 
Starlings. 

- Alice Kenitz, BCbO^ Box 28 B, Gering^ Neb. 69341. 

LEWIS' WOODPECKER DOESN'T QUALIFY. The Bill Lemburgs saw a Lewis' 
Woodpecker from US 83, within the Waterfowl Refuge, on their way home from 
the 1987 Annual Meeting. It was just a little after noon, and so outside the 
official count period. 

ONE OF OUR COWBIRDS IS MISSING. All winter long three Cowbirds, 

one male and two females, were staying in my one feedlot. On cold days they 
would huddle on the back of a fat heifer. The cow and birds both looked 
content. Then on 20 January 1987 a Cooper's Hawk showed up, slowly moving 
over and around the cattle. Sinced then only the male and one female are 

around. Maybe one lady went south, or else she might have helped the Cooper's 
get through the winter. In either case it is all right with me. 

- Duane Wolff, Rt. 4, Box 197, Norfolk, Neb. 68701 

1988 ANNUAL MEETING, CAMP KIWANIS, SCOTTS BLUFF, 2 0-22 MAY 
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ESKIMO CURLEW SIGHTED 

When Craig Faanes, Grand Island, went to the Mormon Island Crane 
Meadows 16 April 1987 to watch Sandhill Cranes at night he saw a bird that 
he first took for a Whimbrel. He was familiar with Whimbrels on both coasts, 
but the more he studied the bird the more he was convinced that the bird 
was an Eskimo Curlew. After he had gone to the natural history museum 
at UNL and studied a stuffed Eskimo Curlew he was convinced that that was 
what he had seen. After the date of this sighting Eskimo Curlews were reported 
from "the Sabine and Aransas wildlife refuges in Texas". (Probably the first 
reference is to Sabine NWR, Hackberry, Louisiana, near the Texas line. Aransas 
NWR, near Corpus Christi, is the winter home of the major flock of Whooping 
Cranes. — Ed.) 

The information above was condensed, by permission, from the 1 November 
1987 issue of the Omaha Wopld-Herald. That article gave the last sighting of Eskimo 
Curlew in Nebraska as April 1927, near Norfolk, but Johnsgard's A Revised List 
of the Birds of Nebraska and Adfacenty Plains States-, sticks with Haecker, Moser, 
and Swenk's date of 8 April 1926, near Hastings iNBR 13:13). The review of the 
Eskimo Curlew, A Vanishing Species?, NBR 54:65 mentions that Swenk's article, from 
NOU Proceedings 6:25-44, as reprinted (with additions) by the Smithsonian Institu¬ 
tion, is the third most important reference i!i the book. The birds were very 
common in Nebraska until the market hunters took their toll. It is to be hoped 
that the Eskimo Curlew can be brought back, just as the Whooping Crane 
has been, although the situations are very different. 

1987 FALL FIELD DAY 

The weather was bright and clear for the 75 people who attended some 
part of the 1987 Fall Field Day at the 4-H Camp at Halsey National Forest 
3 and 4 October. It was nice to have Mrs. Gross, who broke her leg at the 
Valentine meeting, among those attending. Her leg was progressing according 
to schedule, although she still used a crutch. There was the usual slide 
show Saturday night, the rest of the time was for birding, including banding. 
The Executive Board decided to have the terms of members of the Records 
Committee start and expire with the spring meeting, rather than at the fall 
meeting, as at present. 

Eighty-seven (and the possibility that at least one of the Meadowlark 
sp. was an Eastern) species were recorded on or immediately adjacent to the 
Forest, and 12 (marked *) were recorded only from off the Forest. The 87 
count compares with 69 in 1986 and 72 in 1985. The species reported were: 
Pied-billed Grebe*, American White Pelican, Double-crested Cormorant, Great 
Blue Heron, Canada Goose*, Wood Duck, Mallard, Northern Pintail*, American 
Wigeon*, Ruddy Duck*, Turkey Vulture, Northern Harrier; Sharp-shinned, 
Cooper's, Swainson's, and Red-tailed Hawks; Golden Eagle, American Kestrel, 
Merlin, Prairie Falcon, Ring-necked Pheasant, Greater Prairie-Chicken , Sharp-tailed 
Grouse, Northern Bobwhite, American Coot*, Sandhill Crane*, Killdeer, Greater 
Yellowlegs, Dowitcher sp.. Ring-billed Gull*; Rock and Mourning Doves; Black-billed 
Cuckoo, Common Barn-Owl, Eastern Screech-Owl; Great Horned and Burrowing 
Owls-; Common Poorwill, Belted Kingfisher, Red-headed Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker; Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers; Northern Flicker, Western Kingbird, 
Horned Lark, Barn Swallow, Blue Jay, Black-billed Magpie, American Crow, 
Black-capped Chickadee; Red-breasted and White-breasted Nuthatches; Brown 
Creeper; Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets; Eastern and Mountain 
Bluebirds; Townsend's Solitaire, American Robin, Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher, 
Water Pipit*, Cedar Waxwing, Loggerhead Shrike, European Starling*; Tennessee, 
Orange-crowned, Nashville, Yellow-rumped, Black-throated Green, and Connecticut 
Warblers; Common Yellowthroat, Wilson's Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat, Northern 
Cardinal, Rufous-sided Towhee; Chipping, Clay-colored, Field, Vesper, Lark*, 
Savannah*, Grasshopper, Song, Lincoln's, Swamp, White-throated, White-crowned, 
and Harris' Sparrows; Dark-eyed Junco, Red-winged Blackbird, Meadowlark sp.. 
Western Meadowlark, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Common Crackle, Brown-headed 
Cowbird, Red Crossbill, Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch, and House Sparrow. 
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FIRST REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 
Introduction 

Since this is the first report of the NOU Records Committee, perhaps 
a few words of background explanation are in order. I was named to establish 
a records committee at the annual meeting of the NOU in May 1985. At the 
fall field day in Octoberr 1985 I met with those people v^ho had indicated a 
willingness to serv'e and was named chairman. I presented a draft set of 
by-laws, which we discussed, amended, and adopted. The committee membership 
and by-laws were approved by the NOU Board of Directors and ultimately 
published {NBR 54:72-74, 1986). Two of the main functions of the committee 

are: 1) to collect and evaluate reports containing documentatary evidence of 
the occurrence of birds in the state, and 2) to provide guidance and assistance 
in identification and documentation. This report will enumerate actions by 
the committee on reports submitted to it, and through comments will atempt 
to point out the positive and negative aspects of documentation, remark on 
identification problems, distribution anomolies, etc. 

This report covers must of the records #001 - #065. The first record 
was submitted in July, 1 985, before the committee was even functioning, and 
the most recent record included was submited in December 1 986. Some of 
the records are still under consideratio!i or reconsideration, some have been 
withdrawn, some were nut complete enough to evaluate, etc. 

In this report, the records are divided into two broad categories: accepted 
and non-accepted. Those recoreds categorized in Classes I, 11, or III are 
placed in the accepted group; those categorized as IV, V, or VI are placed 
in the non-accepted group. For an explanation of the classification system, 
see the committee by-law's (NBR '54:74, 1986). It is important to point out here 

that "non-acceptance" does NOT equate tcj "rejected". By definition records 
placed in Classes IV or V simply do not contain enough information to justify 
placing them in a higher category. Furthermore, only some of those placed 
in Class VI, the lowest category, are belie\.'ed to be mis-identitications. These 
ditterences between "accepted" , "non-accepted, and "rejected" may be subtle 
but they are important. The committee is rarely in a position to state decisively 
that an identification is in error. Usually the strongest statemwent possible 
is that the evidence available to the committee is not absolutely diagnostic 
for the stated species, and/or does not absolutely rule out other species. 
Lastly, if you submit reports, as I have, that are not accepted by the committee, 
don't be discouraged. In many cases, an observer is simply unable to note 
enough details. Even so, such reports may be valuable in pointing up future 
areas fur field work and may help establish an overall pattern of occurrence 
that may not otherwise be apparent. 
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Area of coverage 

The committee is pleased to review reports of birds that occur within 
the present political boundaries of the State of Nebraska, with the eastern 
boundary as established by the Missouri River Compact, May 1943 (Nebr. State 
Statutes, Vol Ila, p. 663). Please note that due to channel changes the Missouri 
River does not presently comprise the entire eastern border of the state, 

Format 

The individual record accounts follow the nomenclature and sequence of 
the current A.O.U. Checklist and subsequent supplements (A.O.U 1 983, 1985, 

1.987). There are two numbers assigned each record. An accession number 
(acc#), beginning with #001, is simply a catalog number assigned to records 
in the order received. The file number (file#), a species-specific number 
based on the A.O.U. number, is used to file and retrieve records and to 
track the reports by species. Thus, file# 2-1 is the first report of a Red-necked 
Grebe received by the committee, File# 2-10 would be the tenth report of a. 
Red-necked Grebe receiv'ed by the committee. When the committee has finished 
its deliberations the reports are placed in a file in the NOU library in the 
University of Nebraska State Museum, arranged by file number, and will be 
available to persons with a legitimate interest. 

The following format will be used for species in the "accepted" category. 
The species name will be given first, followed by a brief statement about’the 
occurrence. The location, date(s) of occurrence, acc#, file#, and the inititals 
of the observer(s) who sent in documentation make up the rest of the minimum 
report. If the report and/or photo has been published, the reference is listed 
after the observer's initials. If an observer has submitted a photo or tape 
recording a (p) or (t) respectively follows his/her initials. A specimen is 
indicated by #, followed by the museum number and the name of the museum 
where it has been deposited. Reports not identified by (p), (t), or # are 
written documentations. Some reports are followed by remarks on the documentation 
itself, tips on problematic identification, excerpts from committee comments on 
the report, references, etc. Those reports in the "non-accepted" category 
will be more abbrevdated. 

A few general comments on the docuntations are in order. Please carefully 
re-read Barb Wilson's article on documentation (Wilson, 1986). Records cannot 
be processed without dates and an exact location, with directions from a known 
landmark which appears on a map. In most of the state, the mileage and 
directions from the nearest small town are adequate. In urban areas a street 
address or directions from a major intersesetion will do. Our ideal is to list 
the township, range, and section numbers, so that the location can be pinpointed 
to within a mile. The descriptions of the birds themselves have usually been 
adequate, and are showing steady improvement, as observers become more practiced. 
Re-reading the section in Barb's article on how to describe the bird will be 
helpful if you have any questions. If you have photos to support the written 
documentation, please send them both together, rather than sending the written 
part first. This lessens the chance that they will be separated or mixed up. 
The importance of notes made in the field, at the time of the sighting, or 
as soon as possible afterwards, cannot be overemphasized. Several reports 
fell into the non-accepted category simply because they were based in part 
on memory. Carrying a notebook or pad helps keep a tricky memory honest 
and eases the deliberations of the committee enormously. Finally, send the 
documentations directly to the committee chairman if you can. Don't assume 
someone else will relay everything on. This has caused problems with lost 
material, photos, etc., and caused needless delay, made it difficult to process 
records, hard to get replies back to the observer, etc. 

Species reports — accepted records 

Pacific Loozi, Gavia pacifica. A single bird in transitional plumage was on 
Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co. 10-16 November 1 986; acc# 058, 060, 062, 
file# 10-1, 10-2, 10-3, TL, TB, BPa, LP(p), ( NBR 55:9, 1987). This species was 
recently split from Arctic Loon, G. arctioa, and its extralimital distribution is 
thus imperfectly known. In non-breeding plumage the two species may not 
be separable except by direct size comparison (DeSchauensee, 1984); Thede 

Tobish, pers. comm.) To date, however, the Arctic Loon has been documented 
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in North America only from Alaska and British Columbia (DeSante and Pyle, 
1986). 

Red-necked Grebe, Podiceps grisegena. One bird was seen in Lincoln, 
Lancaster Co., 16 June 1985, acc# 001, file# 2-1, WG CNBR 53:77, 1985). Another 
was seen on Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., 26 October 1986, acc# lObl, 
063, file# 2-2, 2-3, TB, BPa, LP {NBR 55:9, 1987). 

Snowy Egret, Egretta thula. A single breeding-plumaged bird was seen 
near Homer, Dakota Co., 29 April 1986, acc# 037, file# 197-1 WHu {NBR 54:46, 
1986). 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, violaoeus. A single bird in breeding 

plumage was observed briefly near Albion, Boone Co., 10 April 1986, acc# 
019, file# 203-1, WM {NBR 54:47, 1986). 

Ihis, Plegadis sp., (probably White-faced). A single bird in immature 
winter plumage was seen near Benedict, York Co., 24 August 1986, acc# 049, 
file# 187-1, LM {NBR 55:10, 1987). This report raises several points which 

must be faced by every records committee: 1) should the committee spend 
time working on reports that are only marginally unusual?, 2) should a report 
uf a regular species be non-accepted because the bird is in a plumage which 
cannot be separated from anotherz it species, even if the rarer species has 
never been documented to occur in the state?, 3) should the committee accept 
the report as one of a species pair, if the two species cannot be separated 
in the field? This report almost undoubtedly involved an immature White-faced 
Ibis, P. ahihi, but in this plumage it is probably impossible in the field to 
separate it from Glossy Ibis, P. fatainelius. Even in adult breeding plumage this 
species pair may not always be separable (Mollhoff, 1 985). After considerable 
debate, which involved more discussion of procedural matters than doubts of 
the identity of the bird under discussion, the committee decided to vote conservative¬ 
ly and accept the record as "Ibis sp., probably White-faced". 

Greater White-fronted Goose, Anser albifrons. Three apparently healthy 
adults spent at least several weeks on a temporary rainwater basin on the 
Boone-Wheeler county line NW of Albion, 29 May - 24 June 1985, acc# 006, 
tile# 171-1, WM {NBR 53: 52, 1985). This appears to be the first summer record 
for the state (Johnsgard, 1980), No evidence of breeding was noted. 

Greater Scs.u.p, Aythya marila. A single breeding-plumaged male allowed a 
leisurely examination near Petersburg, Boone Co., 27-28 March, 1986, acc# 
018, file# 148-1, WM (NBR 54:67, 1986) 

Oldsquaw, Clangula hyemalis. A single male in breeding plumage was 
seen near North Platte, Lincoln Co., 17 May 1985, acc# 028, file# 154-1, 
LK {NBR 54:30, 48, 1986). 

Black Scoter, Melanitta nigra, A single male in breeding plumage was 
photographed at DeSoto NWR, Washington Co., 25 July 1986, acc# 054, file# 
163-1 .' PS(p), {NBR Si-. M, 21, 1987). 

White-winged Scoter, Melanitta fusca. A flock of ten female/immature birds 
was seen on Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., 2 November 1 986, acc# 059, 
file# 165-1, KK, PK, {NBR 55:11, 1987). 

Mississippi Kite, Ictinia mississippiensis. A single adult was photographed 
in Wilderness Park, near Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 11 May 1 986, acc# 041, file# 
329-1 , KK, PK(p), {NBR 54:48, 1986; 55:47 1987). A single immature-plumaged 

bird was seen in Omaha, Douglas Co., 27 September 1 986, acc# 051, file# 
329-2, TB {NBR Sb-AZ, 1 987). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken, Tympanuahus cupido. Two birds were seen in NE 
Omaha, Douglas Co., 20 April 1986, acc# 021, file# 305-1, DF, {NBR 54 : 67-68, 
1986). 

Sandhill Crane, Grus canadensis. A photograpjh of an albino seen W of 
Grand Island, Hall Co., 3 April 1 986 was filed for record, acc# 036, file# 
206-1 , TH, HT(p). 

Ruddy Turnstone, Arenaria interpves. A single bird was seen at the 
North Platte waste treatment lagoons, Lincoln Co., 18 May 1986, acc# 032, 
tile# 283-1 , TL {NBR 54:51, 1 986).' 

Red Knot, Catidris canutus. A single bird in breeding plumage was seen 
at the North Platte waste treatment lagoons, Lincoln Co., 18 May 1 986, acc# 
034, tile# 234-1 , TL {NBR 54:51, 1986). Two birds in winter plumage were 
seen and one was photographed at Lake Babcock, Columbus, Platte Co., 5 
September 1986, acc# 065, file# 234-3, BPa, BR(p), {NBR 55:14, 64, 1987). 
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Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Calidvis acuminata. A single juvenile was seen 
near Octavia, Butler Co., 12 October 1986, acc# 055, 056, file# 238-1, 238-2. 
JK, SK, BO {mR 54:70, 1986). The bird was studied at length and the 

documentaion described the bird's behavior as well as its appearance. The 
report included the complete original handwritten field notes and sketches made 
on the scene. The report was referred for expert opinion and waa accepted 

as an adequate description of a juvenile of the species. It is worth noting 

as well that the age of the bird and the timing of its occurrence here coincided 
with the pattern established elsewhere on the contiiient. The distribution 
of vagrants has been studied enough on a continent-wide basis to show that 

nearly all such findings are seen to fit into established or emerging patterns. 
This is the first record for the. state. 

Red Phalarope .PljaZafoptis fulicaria . A single bird in winter plumage was 
found at the Willow Creek Recreation Area near Pierce, Pierce Co., 23 September 
1 985, acc# 005, file# 222-1, EB, MB mR 53.72-73, 1 985). Another individual in 
juvenile plumage, with some remnants of natal down still evddent, was ' photographed 
at Lake Babcock, Columbus, Platte Co., 13 October 1986, acc# 084, file# 
222-2, BPa, BR(p) { RBR 55;15, 64, 1987). These are the second and third 
records for the state; the only previous record was one collected 15 October 
1921 in Cherry Co. 

California Gull, Larus oalifornious. A single bird was seen at the North 
Platte waste treatment lagoons, Lincoln Co., 18 May 1986, acc# 031, file# 53-1 
RG {NBR 54:30 1986). 

Glaucous Gull, Larus hyperboreus. A single immature bird in first winter 
plumage was seen just below the spillway of Gavins Point Dam, Cedar Co., 
30 November 1985, acc# 008, file# 42-1, WHu, JP. Another bird, apparently 
also an immature, was photographed on Lake North, Columbus, Platte Co., 
4 April 1 986, acc# 035, file# 42-2, HT TH(p) (NBR 54:68, 1986). 

Groove-billed Ani, Crotophaga sulcirostris. A single bird was seen by 
many and photographed at Beaver Lake, near Platsmouth, Cass Co., 22 September 
1 985, acc# 004, file# 384-1, MK, HH(p) (NBR 53:78-79, 1985). 

Hummingbird , Selasphorus sp. A single immature-plumaged bird in Bellevue, 
Sarpy Co., 10-17 November 1985, was studied at length, acc# 022, file# 433-1, 
AD (NBR 53:80, 1985, 54:16, 1986). The lively discussion among committee 

members also included outside expert opinion, but a consensus could not be 
reached on assigning the bird to species, based on the description available. 

Due to the difficulties of separating immature/winter plumaged members of this 
genus, the committee decided to vote conservatively and accept the record 
as Selasphorus sp. The committee agreed that the claimed identification of 
Rufous Hummingbird, S. rufus, was the most likely identification, in view of 
the description and known patterns of wandering, but felt that other species 
could not be completely ruled out. It is, nontheless, an outstanding record, 
especially considering the date and the weather at the time. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Tyrannus forficatus. A single sub-adult was seen 
by several observers near Maxwell, Lincoln Co., 17 May 1986, acc# 030, 040, 
file# 443-1 , 443-2 TL, WG (NBR 54:30, 55, 1986). 

Steiler's Jay, Cyanooitta stelleri. A single bird was seen near Gering, 
Scotts Bluff Co., 11 October 1 985, acc# 014, file# 478-1, AK (NBR 54:1 7, 1986). 

The report also mentioned several other undocumented sightings in the area 
that winter. 

Clark's Nutcracker, Nucifraga aolumbiana. A bird was documented on West 
Hat Creek, NE of Harrison, Sioux Co., 22 August 1986, acc# 052 , file# 491-1, 
BPr, MP. The same observers saw another one or two birds at Chadron State 
Park, Dawes Co., 23 August 1986, acc# 053, file# 491-2, BPr, MP. These 
were the only reports of a major invasion that included sightings of flocks 
of a dozen or more birds that were received by the committee. The birds 
were reported in the northern Panhandle and as far southeast as Lincoln Co., 
from August 1986 through May or June, 1987. 

Bewick's Wren, fhryomanes bewickii. A single singing individual was noted 
at the NOD Annual Meeting at Schramm State Park, Sarpy Co., 19 May 1985, 
acc# 024, file# 719-1, WG (NBR 53:39, 55-56 , 50, 1 985). 

Varied Thrush, Ixoreus naevius. A single bird NW of Tryon, McPherson 
Co. 7 June 1985 was described, acc# 003, file# 763-1 , OB ( NBR 53:61, 1 985). 

This appears to be the latest spring date for this species (Johnsgard^ 1980). 
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Philadelphia Vireo, Vtr'eo philadelphiaus. A single bird was reported mear 
Dixon, Dixon Co., 19 May 1986, acc# 046, file# 626-1 , ME, This breeding-plumaged 
bird was adequately described. It may be noted here that in fall immature 
plumage this species may be very difficult to separate in the field from the 
more common Warbling Vireo, V. gilvus. In the hand they may be separated 
by the full-length tenth (outermost) primary of the Philadelphia, whereas the 
tenth primary in the Warbling is a tiny feather. Both may be quite yellowish 
underneath and exhibit other similar characteristics, however, the Warbling 
Vireo apparently always is whitish in the center of its breast, while the Philadelphia 
has a completely yellow breast (Robrson, 1980; Roberts, 1 955). Observers 
should be extremel;y cautious in identifying this species pair in the fall. 

Gulden-winged Warbler, Vermivora oh'cysoptera. A single singing male was 
at Branched Oak Lake,. Lancaster Co,, 10 May 1986, acc# 045, file# 642-1, 
PK [NBR 54:59-60, 1986). 

Northern Parula, Parula ameriaana. A singing male of this species, regular 
in the eastern part of the state, was seen in Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff Co., 
25 May 1985, acc# 025, file# 648-1, AK {NBR 53:62, 65-66, 1985). 

Palm Warbler, Dendrotaa palmarum. A single bird of the western race was 
found NE of Dixon, Dixon Co., 6 May 1986, acc# 047, file# 672-1, ME {NBR 54: 
50-51, 1986) 

Rose-breasted x Black-headed Grosbeak, Fheuctious ludovicianus x P. mela- 
nocephalus. A report was filed of a hybrid male seen near North Platte, Lincoln 
Co., 18 May 1986, acc# 033, file# 595 x 596-1, TL {NBR 54:30, 1986). 

Cassin's Sparrovv, Aimophita cassinii. A well-described singing male re¬ 
sponded aggressively to a taped call of the species near Lisco, Garden Co. , 
21 May 1986, acc# 029, file# 578-1, TL {NBR 54:80-81. 1986). Actions of the bird 
indicated territoriality but definite proof of br-eeding was not found. 

(Gray-headed) Dark-eyed Junco, Junco hyemalis canioeps. A single bird 
was seen at Dominick Lake, SW of Ashby, Grant Co., 4 June 1986, acc# 027, 
file# 569-1, WM, {NBR 54:47-48, 62, 81 , 1 986). This appears to be the latest 
date on record for this sub-species (Johnsgard, 1 980). 

Smith's Longspur, Calaarius piatus. A single breeding-plumaged male was 
seen at Dam Site 11, NW of Omaha, Douglas Co., 15 April 1 986, acc# 044, 
tile# 537-2, BPa {NBR 54:62, 1 986). It coincided with a flight of other longspurs 
and a late spring blizzard, 

(Gray-crowned) Rosy Finch, Leuoostiote arotoa tephroaotis. A single male 
was seen S of Gering, Scotts Bluff Co., 4 March 1985, acc# 016, file# 524-1, 
AK {NBR 53:66, 1985). 

White-winged Crossbill, Loxia leucoptera. A flock of about 20 birds was 
seen in Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff Co., 10 December 1984, acc# 015, file# 522-1, 
AK {NBR 53:17, 1985). A flock of 6-10 birds was in Albion, Boone Co., 
12-15 November 1984, acc# 020, file# 522-2, WM [NBR 53:17, 1985). 

Lesser Goldfinch, Carduelis psaltria. A single male was seen repeatedly 
S of Crawford, Dawes Co., 1 June to 7 July 1986, acc# 050, file# 530-1, JM, 
{NBR 54;56, 1986). The same observer also reported (without supplying additonal 
documentation) that he had seen what may have been the same bird several 
times over the past several years. This is about 30 miles E of the only other 
sighting reported in the state {NBR 52:42, 1 984). 

Non-accepted records 

Chukar, AlectOTis chukar. A single bird reported SW of Franklin, Franklin 
Co., 7 June 1986, {NBR 54:49, 1986) was unquestionably identified correctly, but 
is not accepted due to the likelihood that it was released locally. This species 
is frequently released for hunting or for training dogs, but has not yet become 
established in the wild in the state. 

King Rail, Ralllus elegans. A call thought to be of this species was 
heard in NE Arthur Co., 5 June 1 986 {NBR 54:47, 1986). However, the bird was 
nut seen, its call could not be recorded, nor was the complete diagnostic call 
tor the species described. The species has been reported previously from 
Keith Co., about 40 miles SW of this location ( NBR 52:30, 1984). 

Red Knot, Calidris aanutus A second report of the bird seen at North 
Platte, Lincoln Co., 18 May 1986 was received but not accepted because of 
the lack of detail in the description. 

Laughing Gull, Larus atrioilla. The description of a single bird, reportedly 
with a flock of Franklin's Gulls, L. pipixean, in Lancaster Co., 26 May 1986 
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(A'Sif 54:52, 1986), did not completely rule out the possibility of it being a 
Franklin's. The latter may closely resemble L. atriailla in some plumages and 
separation in the field may be v^ery difficult. For further information see 
Chase (1 985) or one of the specialized gull/seabird guides. There have been 
a number of reports of this species in the state, but only one has been verified 
(Bray et al, 1986) . 

Common Black-headed Gull, Larus ridibundus . A single winter-plumaged 
bird was reported from Douglas Co., 18 November 1985, (NBR 54:28, 1986), but 

the committee did not feel that the very similar Bonaparte's Gull, L. Philadel¬ 
phia, could be absolutely ruled out. In addition, the report was received 
secondhand. As a result of procedural questions raised, the committee has 
decided not to routinely accept reports from someone other than an original 
observer, primarily to reduce chances of confusion. The committee does, 
however, retain the option of searching out and evaluating other records, 
especially older historical reports. 

Ivory Gull, Pagophila eburnea. An intriguing report concerning this species 
has been published {RBR 54:70, 1986), but was found by the committee, as well 

as outside expert opinion, to be inconclusive. Objections to the report were 
in three main areas: 1) the description was not detailed enough to rule out 
leucistic (feathers lack pigment but other parts are pigmented) or albinistic 
(neither feathers nor soft parts pigmented), gulls of other species, 2) the 
early date (12 October) of the sighting (other inland sightings have been 
December to February), 3) the age of the bird (other inland sightings have 
been of immatures). These points were raised both by members of the committee 
and outside experts. For a report of this extremely unlikely species to be 
accepted, it would have to contain an EXTREMELY detailed description .that 
could eliminate all other white gulls, preferably substantiated by a series of 
adequate photos, or better yet, a specimen. 

Whiskered Screech-Owl, Otus trichops is. A report of this species was 
too sketchy for the committee to begin actions, further details were requested 
but not submitted. 

Rufous Hummingbird, Selephorus rufus. A second report of the hummingbird 
accepted above as Selasphorus sp. was not complete enough to be acceptable. 

Pileated VIoudpecker, Dryocophus pileatus. A report of this species did 
not contain sufficient data to make it acceptable to the committee. 

Common Raven, Corvus aorax. An old record of this species {NBR 54:43 
1986) was considered indicative but not absolutely diagnostic (Class IV) because 
the details were rather sketchy and it was based in part on recollection and 
not entirely on field notes made at the time of the sighting. 

Smith's Longspur, Calaarius piatus. A small flock reported in Morrill Co., 
2 September 1 984 {NBR 53:81, 1985) was considered indicative (Class IV) but 
not accepted because part of the report appeareds to be based on memory 
rather than on field notes made at the time of the sighting. 

Audubon's Oriole, Icterus graduacauda. A report of this sedentary Mexican 
species did not have enough detail to convince the committee. The closest, 
known population is in the lower Rio Grande Valley of extreme southern Texas, 
and the committee is not aware of any instances of vagrancy nearer than Midland 
and San Antonio, Texas (Texas Ornith. Soc. , 1984). Given the extreme plumage 
variations exhibited by orioles in the Baltimore/Buliock's gene pool in western 
Nebraska, every effort should be made to salvage unusual orioles. While it 
is possible that orioles of other species than Northern, I, galhula, and Orchard, 
I, spurius, may be found in Nebraska, virtually all of these unusual birds 
may be safely assigned to the Baltimore/Bullock's complex. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

A Field Guide to Hawks of North America, William S. Clark. Illustrations 
by Brian K. Wheeler. 1987. Number 35 in The Pedterson Field Guide Series, 
edited by Roger Tory Peterson. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston. xii + 198 
po., 24 color plates, 2 black-and-white plates, 241 photographs, 6 figures, 
32 maps. ISBN 0-395-36001 -3 (hardcover) $19.95, ISBN 0-395-441 12-9 (softcover) 
$13.95. 

The softcover is a mere 4.5 x 7.25 inches, and less than 0.75 inches 
thick, but the wealth of information concerning the field identification of diurnal 
raptors is enormous, William S. Clark, from Arlington, VA, (not William H. 
Clark as stated on the inside of the front cover) is the former director of 
the Raptor Information Center of the National Wildlife Federation. Brian K. 

Wheeler, from Longmont, Colorado, is an accomplished painter of birds and 
other wildlife and his work has appeared in Birding and American Birds. 

"The purpose of this field guide is to present the latest in tried and 
proven field marks and behaadoral characteristics by which 33 regular and 
six accidental N. American diurnal raptors may accurately be identified. These 
field marks and characteristics should enable anynone, with a llittle practice, 

to accurately identifiy most flying and perched diurnal raptors when they 
are seen clearly." This paragraph is from page one of the book and I believe 
that the goal has been accomplished. This hawk guide has an exquisite cover 
paititing of an American Kestrel and Peregrine Falcon that led me inside with 
hopes of illustration of the 70+ species of falconiforms in North America. I 
was quick to discov'er that "North America" once again means "North America 
north of Mexico" and that 39 species are discussed. No matter, getting all 
the details for these species crammed into such a small book would be work 

enough. Wheeler did a superb job in that the plates do well to illustrate the 
description in the text. 

In the species accounts section (the bulk of the book) each species 

is discussed in detail in a similar fashion, enabling comparison of different 
species, if nut already discussed. A brief initital description of the species 

indicates range, size, and general type, and mentions color morphs, sex- 
and age-related differences, and field marks common to all plumages. Following 
this is a detailed description of each different age, sex, color morph, or geographi¬ 
cally different plumage. Diagnostic field marks are conveniently italicized for 
quick comparisons. Adult and immature plumages are described and illustrated 
for all species, as are sexually different and subadult plumage or color morphs. 
A section on similar species is included in each species description. Range 

maps are prepared for 33 species and show summer, winter, and permanent 
resident ranges for those species. 

If you want to start haw'k watching this is an excellent book to help 

you through some of the early identifications. If you are a hawk watcher and 
want to differentiate between forms or subspecies, this guide will help you. 
If you are an experienced hawk watcher this book will help you explain to 

the rest of us what you are seeing. 

- Thomas E. Labedz, Division of Zoology, 

University of Nebraska State Museum, Lincoln, Nebraska 68588 



86 


Nebraska Bird Review 


A Bird Watcher's Handbook: Field Ornithology for Backyard Naturalists, 
Laura 0""Biso Socha. viii + 182 pp. 5^ x Dodd, Mead & Company, 

New York. $16.95 hard cover, $7.95 paperback. 

The chapter headings indicate the book's coverage: The Science of Watching 
Birds - Identification, birding equipment, field techniques, keeping records, 
window birding, projects; Hands-on Birding - Bird observatories, bird banding; 
Cooperative Birding - Atlases, surveys, counts; breeding bird atlas projects, 
breeding bird surveys, census, colonial bird register, nest record program, 
beached bird survey, Christmas bird count; Organizing Your Own Project - 
Choosing a project, defining goals, behaviour, life histories, collections, suggestions 
for field studies; Caring for Injured or orphaned birds - Care of nestlings, 
fledglings, release, birds requiring special care, injured birds, oiled birds, 
diseases, keeping records, thoughts; Aviculture - Captive breeding and re-intro¬ 
duction, birds as pets; Cooperative Research Organizations, References, Contacts 
- A directory. Each chapter has a list of references on its particular topic. 
The first chapter takes one from the rawest beginner through the rudiments; 
the other chapters are for a seasoned birder looking for more worlds to conquer. 
The author does stress requirements for permits where applicable, and she 
stresses the need to be sure a bird is orphaned or in need of help befoe accepting 
it, and the problems involved in attempting its care. The chapter on aviculture 
mentions a "back yard aviary", not a cage in the parlor. For one with enough 
just plain birding under his belt to consider going further the book can offer 
a good guide to the v'arious fields available. It even includes comments and 
a reference on the use of computers by birders. 

Birding An Introduction to Ornithological Delights for Blind and Physically 
Handicapped Indi\'iduals. iv^ + 24 pp.. Paper. Free from Reference Section, 
National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, Library 
of Congress, Washington, D.C. 

"A free national library program of braille and recorded materials for 
blind and physically handicapped persons is administered by the National Library 
Service tor the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS), Library of Congress. 
With the cooperation of authors and publishers who grant permission to use 
copyrighted works, NLS selects asd produces full-length books and magazines 
in braille and on recorded disc and cassette. Reading materials are distributed 
to a cooperasting network of regional and subregional (local) libraries where 
they are circulated to eligible borrowers. Reading materials and playback 

machines are sent to borrowers and returned to libraries by postage-free mail." 
Material for both adults and children is listed, and there are suggestions for 
bird-listening instead of bird-watching. Probably most people are aware of 
the services for the blind, but probably not many are aware that specific 
attention has been given to ornithology. 

Audubon's Birds of America Postcards. 9 x 12, Dover PublicatioTis 
Inc., New York. $3.50 

Twenty-four of Audubon's bird pictures are printed in color as postcards, 
four to a page, which is perforated for easy separation.. Each postcard has 
an identification of the subject on the back, and on the back cover there 
is an expanded comment on each. 

Lite Histories of North American Wild Fowl. A. C. Bent. ix + 244 + 

46 pages of photographs, and vi + 314 + 60 pages of photographs. 5.375 
X 8.5. Dover Publications, Inc. New York, $12.95. 

The original two volumes are bound as one in this issue. 

EARLY FALL MIGRATION OF SEDGE WRENS 

Johnsgard (1 980) lists the Sedge Wren (Cistothorus platensis) as an un¬ 
common spring and fall migrant in eastern Nebraska, and a rare summer resident 
in eastern Nebraska, mostly east of a line from Knox to Gage counties. Half 

of the initial spring records occur between 1 and 12 May, with the latest 3 
June. Half of the final fall records occur between 11 Sept, and 9 Oct., with 

the earliest 29 July. This paper presents observations of Sedge Wrens during 
1987 in southcentral Nebraska, west of the line. 

I found Sedge Wrens to be locally common in grassy or marshy areas 
from late July through at least mid-August, 1987. I recorded Sedge Wrens 
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in Clay, Hall, and Hamilton counties (Table 1), All Wrens counted were singing. 
Many were unseen because of their reclusive habits, but I saw about half 

Table 1. Distribution of Sedge Wren Sightings 
Date Location Number of Wrens 

7/28 Taylor Ranch, Hall Co. 4 

7/29 Taylor Ranch, Hall Co. 12 

8/2 Pintail Wildlife Area, Hamilton Co. 1 

8/12 Pintail Wildlife Area, Hamilton Co. 1 

8/16 Rainwater Basin #157, Clay Co. 11 

8/17 Harvard Marsh, Clay Co. 26 

8/20 Mormon Island, Hall Co. 5 

using the tall vegetation. After finding the 4 
birds on 28 July I returned the next day to look for evidence of nesting. 

I looked for a couple of hours and saw no evidence of anything other than 
the presence of singing birds, but a more thorough search did reveal at least 
12 Sedge Wrens. No Marsh Wrens were using this area. 

The 11 birds counted in the Clay Co. rainwater basin (US Fish and 
Wildlife Service survey #157) were using a short (about 12 inches high) grassy 
area, with about an inch of standing water. The large count of birds at Harvard 
Marsh was in the bluestem prarie to the east and northeast of the wetlands. 
Due to intermittent rain, I counted only along the road. A large area of similar 
habitat in the interior and southeast went uncounted. There is a similar report 
of about 14 Sedge Wrens in a bluestem pasture 11 to 25 August, 1986 from 

Washington Co., Oklahoma (Williams, 1987). 

I have an additional record from Mormon Island on 1 August 1985, with 
Gary Lingle, when I recorded 5 Sedge Wrens. These birds were not present 
earlier in the summer (G. Lingle, pers. comm.). The first record of Sedge 

Wrens on Mormon Island wasn't until 1984, when 2 were reported on 28 June 
and again on 3 July (Labedz 1984). 

I examined NBR volumes 46 (1978) through 55 (to September 1987) and 

noticed a couple of trends. The Sedge Wren is noted fairly regularly in the 

fall occurrence report as early as late July and early August in eastern counties. 
Also, it is reported more often in fall than in spring. I counted 38 fall sightings 
from 10 reports and only 13 spring sightings from 9 reports. Many of the 
spring sightings were from Lancaster Co., where it was reported in the 1982 
nesting survey. This contrasts to Johnsgard (1980), which lists somewhat 
more spring than fall records. 

Whether these birds were migrants or indicate a breeding population is 
not known. Sedge Wrens apparently have an unusual breeding strategy that 
includes a nesting cycle which can begin as late as August. Johnsgard (1979) 
says that the few Kansas records indicate that eggs are laid in July and August 
at that latitude. Walkinshaw (1935) says that nesting occurs in Michigan any 
month from May until September. Meanly (1952) found eggs and young during 
the first two weeks of September in Arkansas. Additonally, there is a report 
of an active nest in northeastern Kansas, in Atchinson Co., on 10 August 
1980 (Williams 1981). This aspect of their breeding strategy apparently has 
not been studied, but is discussed by Burns (1982) and Kroodsma and Verner 
(1978) 

I was prompted to write this note because Sedge Wrens seem to be a 
relatively obscure species not commented upon in NBR, I was surprised at how 
many of them I saw. For other readers of the perhaps an awareness pf their 
potential mid-summere breeding in the state could lead to a clearer picture 
of their status in Nebraska. 

I wish to thank my wife, Susan, for her help, and Gary Lingle for 
reviewing this manuscript. 
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of them either singing from 
an exposed position near the 
top of the vegetation or by 
"swishing" them. 

The birds at the Tay¬ 
lor Ranch, in northwestern 
Hall Co. , were in a complex 
of dry short-grass prairie 
mixed with low spots that 
had tall (4 to 5 ft.) marsh 
vegetation. These low spots 
had dried up earlier in the 
summer. The Wrens were 
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NOTES 

YELLOW RAILS. On 21 September 1986, while conducting a waterfowl 
survey ori the Jack Senn WMA, near Ceresco, Lancaster Co., I flushed a small 
rail-like bird, which flew a short distance before landing in heavy grass. 
Although its flight was very similar to the Virginia Rail and the Sora, which 
I wa accustomed to seeing, the light color and white wing patches were very 
distinctive. Later I checked a field guide and found that the description 
most closely matching this bird was that of the very secretive Yellow Rail. 

I had planned to do some rail and snipe hunting the next day, so the 
following morning I returned to the area with my brother and my springer 
spaniel. Within four hours we flushed approximately 12 rail and collected 
5, 3 of these were Yellow Rails. 

What I have found in subsequent outings in the marsh is that the Yellow 
Rails tend to be even more difficult to flush than the Virginia and Sora rails. 
Their flight distance is generally much shorter (10 to 15 yards) and in several 
instances when I observed them landing they immediately dove under the vegetation 
and began running. On several occasions when I saw the exact spot a bird 
landed I was unable to reflush it, even with the help of my dog. 

During summer nest drag surveying of the area Sora and Virginia Rail 
were flushed on a regular basis, but it was only during a 2 to 3 week period 
iin late summer that I saw Yellow Rails. I am assuming these were all migrating 
birds, and none nest in the area. 

- Charles Lesiak, Sr., Box S?7, Cedar Bluff, Neb. 68015. 

PECTORAL SANDPIPERS. Eight Pectoral Sandpipers, coming into alternate 
plumage, were feeding in a roadside pool near Lowell, Kearney Co., 4 April 
1987. 

- Graham Chisholm, 2605 Haste St. #S05, Berkley, Cal. 94704 

ALBINO ROBIN. This albino Robin 
was found as a fledgling in northwest 
Lincoln. The bird had completely white 
plumage, red eyes, and pale yellow legs 
and bill. The parents were feeding it, 
but someone caught it to give to the Folsom 
Children's Zoo on 28 May 1985, The Zoo 
turned it over to Sue Graupner of the 
Wildlife Resuce Team to raise. She took 
the picture when it was banded. It was 
released in east Lincoln 17 July and two 
days later it was seen once more in a 
park in the same area. 

— Bill Garthright, 224 0 N. 31st St. 

Lincoln, Neb. 685 (B 

PARTIAL ALBINO ROBIN. A partial albino Robin, with a red breast 
and a white back, head, tail, and wings, nested in Auburn in 1986, A first 
nest was destroyed by a windstorm and a second nest was then reportedly 
built. 

— John Row, (now) 1837 Cassell Road, Manhattan^ Kan. 66502 
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ANOTHER PARTIAL ALBINO ROBIN. My daughter, Carol, and. I saw 
a Robin, creamy colored where it should be black, with a red breast (which 
was the clue to identification), in Carter Lake, Iowa (which is on the Nebraska 
side of the river) 25 April 1986. It was not seen on later trips. 

- R, G. Cortelyou, 5109 Underwood Avenue, Omaha, Neb. &8132 

RED CROSSBILLS. From 22 to 24 August 1986 from six to eight Red 
Crossbills were off and on visitors to our hackberry tree in Auburn. 

- John Row, (now) 1827 Cassell Road, Manhattan, Kan. 86602 

1988 ANNUAL MEETING 
GERING/SCOTTS BLUFF 

INDEX TO VOLUME 55 


Accipiter sp. 4 
Albino 7", 81, 88, 89 
Alexander, George 7 
Irene 7 
Alfalfa 36 

Alfred, Norris 15, 33(2), 59. 79 

Allberry, Dwight 43 

Allen, Betty 3 

Andelt, Prank E. 33 

Anderson, James 8 

Anhinga 50 

Ani, Groove-billed 82 
Aphids 37 

Avocet, American 14, 30, 35, 54, 59 
Barn-Owl, Common 16, 30, 57, 75, 

78 

Bassett, Mrs. Oona 14, 58, 79, 82 
Bedell, Paul 53, 57 

Early Fall Migration of Sedge 
Wrens 86 
Susan 87 
Beetles, lady 37 
Benedict, Roger 8 
Russell 8, 33 
Bennett, Dr. Esther V. 

1986 Nebraska Nesting Survey 31 
Bergin, Tim M. 69 
Bissell, LeVerne 7 

Bittern, American 9, 35, 43, 50, 72 
Least 9, 33, 50 

Blackbird, Brewer's 6, 26, 36, 66 
Red-winged 6, 25, 34, 36, 60, 65, 
72, 78 

Rusty 6, 26, 66 

Yellow-headed 25, 34, 36, 66, 72, 
78 

sp, 6 

Black Rail in Knox County 40 
Bleed, Ann 7 
Bliese, John 7 
Margaret 7 

Bluebird, Eastern 6, 20, 32, 36, 60, 
75, 78 

Mountain 20(2), 32, 33, 61, 75, 

78 

Bobolink 25, 34, 36, 43, 65 
Bobwhite, Northern 5, 13, 30, 33, 54, 
78 


Bolz, Lydia 8, 18, 61 

Bonsall, Shelly 8 

Book reviews 26, 65, 85 

Borgelt, Joyce 8 

Brabander, Ken 46 

Brashear, Joyce 8, 18(2), 61, 62 

Bray, Tanya 8, 12, 13, 55, 79(2), 

80, 81(2) 

Bright, Duane 55 
Brill, Naomi 7, 44 
Brogie, Ed 8, 14, 41, 43, 58, 79, 

82 

Black Rail in Knox County, Ne¬ 
braska 40 

Ellen 8, 14, 43, 44, 47, 58 

A Rednaped Sapsucker in Sioux 
County, Nebraska 40 
Mark 8, 14, 19, 20, 31, 33(4), 

43, 44, 47, 58, 79, 82 

A Red-naped Sapsucker in Sioux 
County, Nebraska 40 
Black Rail in Knox County, Ne¬ 
braska 40 

MacGillivray's Warbler in Cedar 
County, Nebraska 41 
Brown, George W. 7, 44, 72 
Laurie 7 
Marian G. 7 
Brownrigg, Jack 3 
Bugs, plant 37 
Bufflehead 4, 11, 52 
Bunting, Indigo 24, 36, 64 
Lark 24, 34, 36, 65 
Lazuli 24, 34, 36, 64 
Snow 25, 65 
Burch, Jan 7 
Burhman, Leroy 13 
Burleigh, Marian 8 
Burnett, Charles 31 
Butcher, Harlow 3 
Buteo sp, 4 
Campbell, Helen 7 
Canvasback 4, 11, 35, 52 
Cardinal, Northern 6, 23, 32, 36, 

64, 78 

Catbird, Gray 21, 34, 36, 61, 78 
Cedar 45 
Red 46 
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Chat, Yellow-breasted 23, 36, 63, 78 
Chickadee, Black-capped 6, 19, 32, 
36, 60, 75, 78 
Chisholm, Graham 55, 88 
Chrisman, Mrs. Diane 46 
Christmas Count 1986 3 

Chukar 83 

Chuck-will's-widow 57 
Cisar, Ron 3 
Clark, Jamaiee 62 
Clarke, Kelly 8 
Clover, sweet 36 
Cochrane, Cindy 7, 13 
David 7, 13 
Conway, James 8 
Coot, American 5, 13, 33, 35, 54, 

72, 78 

Cormorant, Double-crested 4, 9, 35, 
50, 72, 78 
Corn 36 

Cortelyou, Carol 90 

R. G. 12, 17, 31, 33, 35, 55 
60, 71, 79, 90 
Cottonwood 45, 46 
Counties 

Adams 9, 43, 45, 50, 74(2) 

Antelope 84 

Arthur 83 

Banner 30, 75 

Blaine 74 

Boone 3, 9, 30, 45, 47, 81(3), 

83 

Box Butte 30 
Brown 35, 45 
Buffalo 4, 45(2), 74 
Burt 45 

Butler 31, 45, 82 

Cass 31, 43, 45, 50, 82 

Cedar 31, 41, 42, 45, 73, 82 

Chase 9, 30, 45 

Cherry 24, 35(2), 45. 76 

Cheyenne 30, 45 

Clay 30, 45, 87 

Colfax 45 

Cumming 9, 50 

Custer 45, 74 

Dakota 9, 43, 45, 50, 81 

Dawes 30, 45, 50, 82, 83 

Dawson 24, 30, 45, 50, 59 

Deuel 45 

Dixon 31, 45, 83(2) 

Dodge 31, 45 

Douglas 4, 9, 31, 37, 45, 48, 50 
81(2), 83, 84 
Dundy 30, 45 
Fillmore 31 
Franklin 45, 83 
Frontier 30, 45, 50, 56, 59 
Furnas 30, 45 
Garden 30, 45, 75, 83 
Gosper 30 
Grant 83 

Hall 3, 9, 30, 45(2), 46, 50, 74(2), 
78, 81, 87 

Hamilton 30, 45, 50, 56, 87 


Counties, continued 
Harlan 45 
Hayes 30 
Hitchcock 30, 45 
Holt 45 

Howard 9, 45(2), 50 
Kearney 30, 43, 44, 45(3), 74 
Keith 30, 44, 45, 69, 83 
Keya Paha 30, 35, 45 
Kimball 30, 45 
Knox 40, 45, 46, 73' 

Lancaster 4, 9, 23, 31, 43, 46, 
47, 50, 80, 81(3), 83, 88(2) 
Lincoln 4, 9, 24, 30, 45, 46, 

50, 81(3), 82(2), 83(2) 

Logan 42 
Loup 3, 45 

McPherson 9, 50, 82, 84 

Madison 4 
Merrick 30, 45 
Morrill 30, 45, 84 
Nance 45, 89, 

Nernaha 45, 88, 89 
Nuckols 30, 45 
Otoe 4, 25, 45 
Perkins 45 

Phelps 45, 72, 74(2) 

Pierce 9, 82 

Platte 9, 30, 45, 64, 81, 82(2) 

Polk 9, 30, 45 

Red Willow 30, 45, 50 

Richardson 31, 45 

Rock 22, 30, 45 

Saline 31 

Sarpy 4, 9, 31, 45, 47, 50, 72, 
82(2), 84 

Saunders 9, 28, 31, 37, 45, 50 
Scotts Bluff 4, 9, 30, 45, 50, 
75, 82, 83(2) 

Seward 31, 50, 63 
Sheridan 30, 45 
Sherman 45(2) 

Sioux 9, 30, 40, 47, 50, 74, 82 

Stanton 31 

Thayer 31, 50 

Thomas 78 

Thurston 45 

Washington 3, 9, 31, 45, 50, 73, 
75, 81 
Wayne 84 
Webster 45 
Wheeler 45, 74, 81 
York 30, 50, 63, 81 
Cowbird, Brown-headed 6, 26, 36, 
66, 76, 78 
Coyote 63 

Crane, Sandhill 5, 13, 42, 44, 54, 
74, 78, 81 

Whooping 45, 48, 54, 74 
Creeper, Brown 6, 19, 60, 78 
Crossbill, Red 7, 11, 26, 36, 56, 
66, 78, 8990 

Crow, American 6, 19, 34, 36, 59, 
78 
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Cuckoo, Black-billed 16, 57, 78 
Yellow-billed 16, 30, 33, 36, 57 
Curlew, Eskimo 78 

Long-billed 14, 33, 36, 55 
Cutshall, Irelde 8, 15 
Roger 8, 15 

Dickcissei 17, 24, 34, 36, 64 
Dieatrick, David 12 
Dinan, John 33 
K. F. 33 

Dogwood, rough-leaf 46 

Douglas, Arthur V. 79, 82 

Dove, Mourning 5, 16, 30, 36, 57, 

78 

Rock 5, 16, 30, 33, 36, 56, 78 
Dowitcher, Long-billed 15, 56 
Short-billed 15, 72 
sp., 15, 56, 78 
Drewes, K, L. 3 
Duck, American Black 4, 51 
Ring-necked 4, 11, 35, 52 
Ruddy 4, 12, 35, 52, 78 
Wood 4, 10, 30, 35, 51, 59, 72, 

78 

Duerksen, Rich 8 
Dunlin 15, 55 
Dunn, Bill 7 
Dan 7 
Nancy 7 

Dunlap, Ara Jane 8 
Eagle, Bald 4, 12, 35, 44(2), 53 
Golden 5, 12, 13, 30, 53, 78 
Early Fall Migration of Sedge 
Wrens 86 
Eckert, Kim 79 

Egret, Cattle 10, 14, 35, 47, 50 
Great 9, 22, 35, 43, 50, 72 
Snowy 9, 18, 33, 43{2), 50, 81 
Elder, King 73 
sp. 73 

Eiler, Dick 56 

Einemann, Larry 7, 12, 13, 54, 57 
Empidonax sp. 58, 75 
Emrick, Don 24 

Erickson, Mike 8, 15, 79, 83(2) 

Eskimo Curlew Sighted 78 
Faanes, Craig 78 
Falcon, Peregrine 5, 13 
Prairie 5, 13, 30, 53, 78 
sp. 5 

Fernando, Suren 7 
Field Day, Fall 1987 78 

Finch, Flouse 7, 26, 34, 53, 56, 66 
Purple 6, 26, 62, 66 
Rosy 83 

First Report of the NOU Records Com¬ 
mittee 79 

Flicker, Northern 5, 17, 32, 36, 58, 
78 

Flycatcher, Acadian 18, 58 
Great Crested 18, 36, 59 
Least 18, 36, 58 
Olive-sided 18, 58, 60 
Scissor-tailed 47, 82 
Willow 18, 46, 58 
Yellow-bellied 18, 58 


Fox, Mitzi 3 
Freiberg, Robert 8 
Friedrichsen, Jed 7, 13 
Pat 7, 13 
Fritz, Doug 79, 81 
Gadwall 4, 11, 17, 35, 51 
Gage, George 3, 20 
Galperin, Amy 3, 8 
Garthright, William 7, 13, 33(2), 79, 
81, 82(2), 88 
Gent, Peter 79 
Gentes, Sue 8 
Getscher, lone 8 
Giblin, Daryl, 7, 13 
Margaret 7, 13 
Glather, James 3, 8 
Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray 20, 60 
Godwit, Hudsonian 36, 55 
Marbled 14. 36, 55 

Gold, R. E. Insects in some Nebraska 
Crops as Food for Pheasant 
Chicks 36 

Goldeneye, Barrow's 44 
Common 4, 11, 52 
sp. 44 

Golden-Plover, Lesser 13, 54 
Goldfinch, American 7, 17, 26, 36, 

60, 67, 78 
Lesser 83 

Goose, Canada 4, 10, 22, 30, 35, 

51, 78 

Greater White-fronted 4, 10, 51, 

81 

Ross' 10, 51 
Snow 4, 10, 51, 56 
Goshawk, Northern 12, 53 
Gottschalk, K. L. 33 
Crackle, Common 6, 8, 18, 26, 32, 

36, 62, 66, 78 
Great-tailed 6, 26, 34, 66 
Graupner, 88e 89 

Grebe, Clark's 35, 68 
Eared 9, 35, 50 
Horned 9, 50 

Pied-billed 9, 30, 35, 50, 78 
Red-necked 9, 81 
Western 9, 35, 50, 68 
Green, Adam 7 
Becky 7 

Ruth 3, 12, 15, 20, 31(2) 

33(3), 35, 44, 47, 48, 55, 62, 

63, 73, 79(2), 82 
Grennon, Alan 8 
Betty 8 

Grimm, Eileen 7 

Grosbeak, Black-headed 23, 36, 64 
Blue 23, 32, 36, 64 
Evening 7, 26, 67 
Rose-breasted 23, 64 
Rose-breasted x Black-headed 83 
Gross, Everett 7 
Mildred 7, 35, 78 

Grouse, Sharp-tailed 5, 13, 35, 54, 
73, 78 

Grundman, Dennis 3 
Linda 3 
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Gubalke, Gretchen 3 
Gubanyi, Joe 33, 63 
Gull, Bonaparte's 16, 56 
California 82 
Common Black-headed 84 
Franklin's 15, 36, 56, 83 
Glaucous 82 
Herring 5, 16, 56 
Ivory 84 
Laughing 83 

Ring-billed 5, 16, 36, 56, 78 
sp. 5, 56 

Gunlicks, Mrs. A. B. 14, 58 

Hackberry 89 

Hall, Willis 79 

Hanson, Kim 46 

Harberg, Mary 8 

Harrier, Northern 4, 12, 30, 35, 53, 
78 

Harrington, Ellen 7 
Harvey, Mary 8 
Haselbarth, Glenn 7 
Hawk, Broad-winged 12, 53 

Cooper's 4, 12, 15, 35, 53, 59, 

76, 78 

Ferruginous 4, 12, 30, 35, 53 
Red-shouldered 12, 53 
Red-tailed 3, 4, 7, 12, 30, 35, 

53, 78 

Rough-legged 4, 12, 53, 56 
Sharp-shinned 4, 12, 35, 53, 78 
Swainson's 12, 35, 53, 73, 78 
sp. 5 

Heatley, Thomas 79, 81, 82 
Heckman, Alice 7 
Helter, Jeanette 7 
Helzer, Elsie 11, 53 
Hemiptera 37 

Heron, Great Blue 4, 9, 30, 33, 35, 
50, 72, 78 

Green-backed 10, 33, 35, 51 
Little Blue 9, 33, 50 
Hochfelder, Joanne 7 
Hoffmasn, Rocky 43 

Rev. Thomas 3, 8, 17, 60(2) 
Homoptera 37 
Huber, Royce R. 75 
Hughson, David 19, 61, 62 
Helen 19, 62 

Hummingbird, Broad-tailed 17, 58 
Ruby-throated 17, 57, 75 
Rufous 82, 84 
Selasphopus sp. 82 
Huser, Bill 12, 31, 33(4), 54, 73, 

79, 81, 82 

Hyde, Henry 79, 82 

Ibis, White-faced 8, 22, 51, 61, 75, 

81 

sp. 14, 81 

Insects in some Nebraska Crops as Food 
for Pheasant Chicks 36 
Iowa 89 

Jay, Blue 5, 19, 32, 33, 36, 59 
78 

Pinyon 5, 19, 59 
Steller's 82 


Jensen, Norma 8 
Johnsgard, Dr. Paul A. 69, 71 
Johnson, Gladys 48 
Jorgensen, Joel 75 
Junco, Dark-eyed 6, 17, 25, 65', 78, 
83 

Gray-headed 83 
Kahler, Don 8 

Kaufman, Karla 7, 13, 57, 79, 81(2) 
Kathryn 24 
Lloyd 24, 79, 81 
Paul 7, 13, 47, 57, 79, 81(2), 

83 

Kenitz, Alice 8, 18, 31, 33, 35, 57, 
61(2), 76, 79(2), 82, 83(2) 

Kennedy, Esther 11, 53 
Kestner, Judy 53 
Kestrel, American 5, 13, 35, 53, 

78 

Killdeer 5, 14, 30, 35, 54, 59, 61, 
72, 75, 78 
Kimball, Beverly 7 
Kenneth 7 

Kingbird, Cassin's 18, 32, 33 

Eastern 18, 32, 36, 59 

Western 18, 32, 36, 59, 78 

Kingfisher, Belted 5, 36, 58, 78 

Kinglet, Golden-crowned 6, 20, 60, 
78 

Ruby-crowned 6, 20, 60, 78 
sp. 60 

Kiser, Maysel 79, 82 
Kite, Mississippi 12, 35 , 47, 52, 59, 
81 

Klaphake, Clem 8 
Koenig, Felix 18, 61 
Lucy 61 

Knot, Red 14, 16, 64, 81, 83 
Korpi, Ray 3, 8, 35, 63 
Raymond C. 3,8 

Kovanda, Jim 3, 8, 79, 82 
Sandy 3, 8, 79, 82 
Kramer, Glen 11 
Kusek, Ray 57 

Labedz, Thomas E. 13, 35, 46, 57, 
79(2) , 80, 81 (2) , 82, 83(2), 85 
A Nebraska Specimen Record of 
Clark's Grebe 68 
Landon, Jim 43 

Lark, Horned 5, 18 , 34, 36, 59, 78 
Larkin, Bob 8 
Leach, Art 8 
Marian 8 
Leafhoppers 36 
Lehman, Paul 79 
Lemburg, Bill 31, 57, 76 
Lepidoptera 37 
Lesick, Charles, Sr. 89 
Lind, Lennis 15, 59 
Lindburg. Mike 15 
Linderholm, Bob 33 
Lingle, Gary 3, 13 , 35, 46, 56, 79(2i 
87(2) 

Kari 3 

Lock, Ross 23, 46 
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Longspur, Chestnut-collared 25, 65 
Lapland 6, 25 
McCown's 25, 32, 65 
Smith's 83, 84 
Loon, Common 9, 35, 50 
Pacific 9, 80 
sp. 9, 15 
Louisiana 78 
Low, Dick 56 
Lueshen, John 8 
Willetta 8 
Lund, Marc 8, 55 
Lyman, Nick 46 
MacAnally, Helen 31 

MacGillivray's Warbler in Cedar County, 
Nebraska 41 

Magpie, Black-billed 5, 19, 32, 36, 

59, 78 

Mallard 4, 10, 30, 35, 51, 78 
Manning, John 3, 8, 75 

Marcuson, Mark E. 71 
Marquardt, Scott 8 
Marsh, Eldon 22, 33, 79 
Dorothy 53 

Martin, Purple 18, 30, 33, 59 
Matherly, Steven 3 
McCann, Clara 13, 57 
McClelland, James 7 
McCoy, Sherry 18 
McNaught, Joan 59 
Meadowlark, Eastern 25, 36, 66 
Western 6, 25, 32, 36, 66, 78 
sp. 6, 25, 66, 78 

Meeting, the Eighty-sixth (1987) Annual 
35 

Menke, Dave 3 
Merchant, Louise 15 
Merganser, Common 4, 12, 35, 52 
Hooded 4, 11, 52, 58 
Red-breasted 12, 52 
Merlin 5, 13, 35, 53, 78 
Meyer, Jim 3 
Miller, Gene 3 
June 3 
Pat 3 

Minnesota 44 
Mitchell, Jim M. 33 
Minyard, Jim 55, 79, 83 
Mockingbird, Northern 21, 36, 53, 

61 

Mollhoff, Wayne 3(2), 8, 11, 31, 33, 
35, 47, 53, 79, 81(3), 83(2) 

First Report of the NOD Records 
Committee 79 

Moorhen, Common 33, 54(2), 55 
Morocco, Ralph 8 
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